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Introduction. 

The criticism most generally made by an army 
officer after watching the work of the National Guard 
is directed at the non-commissioned officers. They are 
supposed to be the backbone of a military organiza- 
tion. It is on them that the discipline, the appearance, 
the perfection of drill in the company should depend. 
Yet the situation in our service is generally far from 
meeting this supposition. Our non-commissioned 
officers are usually appointed because they are the best 
drilled soldiers, but there the fulfillment of the spirit of 
the Regulations ceases. 

A non-commissioned officer should be more than a 
well drilled man. He must, In the first place, have a 
thorough knowledge of the School of the Soldier, 
with a ready ability to impart it to recruits. Here we 
come upon one of the weaknesses of our system. This 
instruction of recruits should be only and entirely by 
the non-commissioned officers, and the recruit should 
be kept under this instruction until he is thoroughly 
grounded in the first principles, it is a too prevalent 
feeling among company commanders that the time 
spent by the recruit in the squad is time lost — ^that he 
learns nothing and makes no real progress until he 
comes under the Captain's instruction in the ranks of 
the company. But could we have the recruits kept 
longer in the squad we would have far more efficient 
soldiers and a much stronger set of non-commissioned 
officers. The policy of enlisting men with but one or 
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two drills before a tour of duty is the cause of much of 
our ragged work ; it can, and should be done away 
with. Again, it is the duty of the sergeants and squad 
leaders to observe the condition, appearance, and drill 
of their squads. It is they and not the company com- 
mander who should correct mistakes and insure mili- 
tary exactness in dress and equipment. The company 
commander should hold the non-commissioned officer 
in whose squad the delinquent is enrolled strictly to ac- 
count for all these matters, and thus, at the same time, 
teach the men to look to their squad leaders as their 
natural instructors, and to give to the chevron the re- 
spect to which it is entitled. 

The non-commissioned officer should also be 
grounded in the movements which his company is 
called upon to execute when acting alone or in battalion. 

Knowing from experience the difficulty of retaining 
in memory this matter in the form in which it is found 
in the authorized books, I have thought to simplify it 
by the following compilation of questions and answers 
which I have found more easy to remember. 

The present edition has been revised to meet the 
changes in the Manual of Arms, authorized by Circular 
No. i6, A. G. O. July 28, 1897, as amended by Special 
Order No. 26, A. G. O. November 17, 1897, from the 
office of the Adjutant-General at Washington. I have 
also deemed it advisable to omit the section on Guard 
Duty, as that subject was formerly treated only as far 
as concerned the duties of non-commissioned officers, 
and the whole subject is now covered in my Guard 
Manual. 
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The section on Military Courtesy has been revised 
and enlarged, and some minor changes made in other 
parts of the work. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank the many friends 
who have shown by their suggestions and kindly 
wishes such an interest in this little book, and 
especially to acknowledge my indebtedness to Captain 
T. D. Landon, of the Bordentown Military Institute, 
of Bordentown, N. J. 

It has given me great pleasure to receive so many 
complimentary notes from those who have used the 
Manual in the past, as it has led me to think that work 
done originally for my own use, has proved helpful to 
others. 

It is my hope that the present edition may be found 
trustworthy, and helpful in preparing for that supreme 
test for which we are, possibly, at some time to be called. 

J. B., JR. 
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DEFINITIONS. 



1. What is an alignment? 

A. A straight line upon which several men or 
bodies of troops are formed, or are to be 
formed. 

2. What is the base? 

A. The unit on which a movement is regulated, 
as base file, base company, 

3. What is taken as the depth of a man ? 
A. Twelve inches. 

4. What is the fronts or space occupied by a man, in- 

cluding the interval between files supposed to be? 
A. Twenty-eight inches. 

5. What is a file ? 

A. Two men, the front rank man and the corre- 
sponding man of the rear rank, whether placed 
one behind the other, or side by side. 

6. What is an interval ? 

A. An open space between elements of the same 
line. 

7. How is it measured between two men ? 

A. The interval between two men is measured 
from elbow to elbow. 
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8. What are file-closers? 

A. Officers or non-commissioned officers posted 
two paces in rear of the line, to rectify mistakes 
and insure steadiness and promptness in the 
ranks. 

9. What is distance? 

A. An open space in the direction of depth. 

10. How is distance between ranks in the same unit 

measured? How between two sub-divisions in 

column ? 

A» I, From the breast of the man in rear to the 

back of the man in front. 2, Between two 

sub-divisions in column, in like manner, from 

guide to guide. 

11. What is facing distance ? 

A. Sixteen inches; 1. e^ the difference between 
the front of a man in ranks and his depth. 

12. What is a rank ? 

A. A line of men placed side by side. 

13. What is the length of a pace ? 

A. Thirty inches ; the length of the full step in 
quick time. 

14. What are scouts? 

A. Men detailed to precede a command on the 
march, and when forming for battle to gather 
and report information concerning the enemy 
and the nature of the ground. 

15. What is close order? What is extended order? 

A. The normal formation in which soldiers are 
regularly arranged in line or column. 2, The 
formation in which the soldiers, or the sub- 
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divisions, or both, are separated by intervals 
greater than in close order. 



SIGNALS. 



i6. In what way can commands be communicated other 
than by trumpet calls or voice? 
A. By signals made with the arms and whistle. 

17. Explain the sisnal Forward. 

A« Raise the arm until horizontal, extended to the 
front ; at the same time move to the front. 

18. Right Oblique. 

A. Raise the arm until horizontal, extended ob- 
liquely to the right ; at the same time move 
in that direction. 

19. L^t Oblique. 

A. Same as right oblique— to the left. 

20. By the Right Flank. 

A. Raise the arm until horizontal, extended to the 
right ; at the same time move to the right. 

21. By the Left Flank. 
A. Same to the left. 

22. To the Rear. 

A. Face to the rear, raise the arm until horizon- 
tal, extended to the rear; at the same time 
move to the rear. 

23. Change Direction to the Right or Left. 

A. Raise the arm until horizontal, extended to- 
ward the marching flank, carrying the arm 
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horizontally to the front and right, at the same 
time facing and moving in the direction to 
be taken. 

24. As Skirmishers. 

A. Raise both arms until horizontal, extended 
laterally. 

25. Halt. 

A. Raise the arm smartly and vertically to its 
full extent. 

26. Assemble. 

A. Raise the arm vertically to its full extent and 
slowly describe small horizontal circles. 

27. Rally. 

A. Raise the arm vertically to its full extent and 
circle it very rapidly. 

28. Cease Firing. 

A. A whistle call. (This signal may also be used 
to fix the attention, when it would precede the 
signal with the arm.) 
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29. How will all details, detachmf i:ts and other bodies 

of troops be formed ? 
A. Habitually in double rank. 

30. How may any movement be executed if not other- 

wise prescribed? 
A. From the halt or when marching. 
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31. How may all movements not specially excepted be 

executed ? 
A. In double time. 

32. How many kinds of commands are there? 

A. Two ; the preparatory command, such as 
" Forward," to indicate the movement, and 
the command of execution, such as ** March," 
" Halt," or ** Arms," which causes the exe- 
cution. 

33. When should the preparatory command be given? 
A. At such an interval of time before the command 

of execution as to admit of its being properly 
understood. 

34. When should the command of execution be given ? 
A. At the instant the movement is to commence. 

35. What is the tone of command ? 

A. Animated, distinct, and of a loudness propor- 
tioned to the number of men under instruction. 

36. How should the preparatory command be pro- 

nounced? 
A. In an ascending tone of voice, but always in 
such a manner that the command of execution 
may be more energetic and elevated. 

37. How the command of execution ? 
A. In a firm and brief tone. 

38. Is it best to face troops when giving commands? 
A. Yes, it should usually be done. 
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INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION 

WITHOUT ARMS, 

39. What is the object of the school of the soldier? 

A. The instruction of the individual recruit and 
afterward that of the squad. 

40. Who are generally the instructors ? 

A. Sergeants and corporals, under the supervision 
of an officer. 

41. What will instructors always maintain ? 

A. A military bearing, and by a quiet, firm de- 
meanor set a proper example to the men. 

42. When a movement has been improperly begun and 

it is desirable to repeat it for correction, what 
command should be given ? 
A. tyls you were, at which the movement ceases 
and the former position is resumed. 

43. What is the Position of the Soldier, or Attention? 
A. Heels on same line, and as near each other as 

the conformation of the man permits. Feet 
turned out equally, and forming with each 
other an angle of about sixty degrees. Knees 
straight, without stiffness. Body erect on the 
hips, inclining a little forward; shoulders square 
and falling equally. Arms and hands hanging 
naturally, backs of the hands outward ; little 
fingers opposite the seams of the trousers; 
elbows near the body. Head erect and square 
to the front ; chin slightly drawn in, without 
constraint ; eyes straight to the front. 
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44. How many rests are there, and what are they 

called? 
A. Three ; Fall Out ; Rest ; and at Ease. 

45. What is done at the command Fall Out? 

A. The men may leave the ranks, but will remain 
in the immediate vicinity. 

46. At the command Rest? 

A. The men keep one heel in place, but are not 
required to preserve silence nor immobility. 

47. At the command At Ease ? 

A. The men keep one heel in place and preserve 
silence, but not immobility. 

48. What is the command to resume the attention ? 
A. I, Squad ; 2, Attention. 

49. Explain the position of Parade Rest, without arms. 
A. Carry the right foot six inches straight to the 

rear, left knee slightly bent ; clasp the hands 
in front of the centre of the body, left hand 
uppermost ; left thumb clasped by thumb and 
forefinger of right hand ; preserve silence and 
steadiness of position. 

50. How is Right Face executed? 

A. Raise slightly the right heel and left toe and 
face to the right, turning on the left heel, 
assisted by a slight pressure on the ball of the 
right foot ; replace the right foot. 

51. How is Left Face executed? 

A. In the same manner — ^the facmgs to the left 
are also executed upon the left heel. 

52. How is Face to the Rear, or About Face, executed? 
A. Raise slightly the left heel and right toe, face 
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to the rear, turning to the right on the right 
heel and the ball of the left foot ; replace the 
left foot beside the right. 

53. Explain the salute covered. 

A. Raise the right hand smartly till the forefinger 
touches the lower part of head-dress above the 
right eye, thumb and fingers extended and 
joined, palm to the left, forearm inclined at 
about forty-five degrees, hand and wrist 
straight. 2, Drop the arm quickly by the 
side. The salute with left hand is similarly 
executed. 

54. How is the salute uncovered executed ? 

A. In a like manner, the forefinger touching the 
forehead above the eye. 

55. Which hand is used in saluting an officer? 
A. The hand farthest from the officer. 

56. How are recruits taught to assemble? 

A. Close the left hand and place the knuckles 
against the waist, above the hip, wrist 
straight, backs of the hand to the front ; they 
then place themselves on the same line, so that 
the right arm of each man rests lightly against 
the left elbow of the man next on his right, 
and then the left hands are replaced by the 
side. The men thus find themselves with an 
interval that allows for a free movement of 
the arms. 

57. How are the intervals extended when desired for 

the purposes of instruction in the setting-up 
exercises? 
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A. The recruits being in single rank column of 
fours, the command will be, i, To the Left (or 
Right) Take Interval ; 2, March. At the com- 
mand (Marchy the men on the right (or left) of 
each four stand fast ; the other men face to the 
left (or right) and step off, each man halting 
faced to the front, when he has the proper in- 
terval of two paces. 

58. How are Intervals tested ? 

A. The command will be, i. Prove ; 2, Interval. 
At command Interval, the recruit will raise his 
arms laterally until horizontal, and take suffi- 
cient interval to avoid contact with other re- 
cruits. . 

59. How are Intervals closed? 

A. The command will be, i. To the Right (or 
Left) Assemble ; 2, March. At the command 
March, all save the recruit on the indicated 
flank face toward that flank, and close in upon 
the flank man facing thie front at the proper 
interval. 

60. What is the object of setting-up exercises ? 

A. To retain a proper set-up and to keep the mus- 
cles supple. 

61. At the command Halt, given at any time during 

the exercise, what is done? 
A. The exercise ceases and the position of the 
soldier is resumed. 

62. Describe the seventeen setting-up exercises. 

A. First Exercise. The commands will be, i. 
Arm ; 2, Exercise ; 3, Head ; 4, Up ; 5, Down ; 
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6,* Raise. At the command Exercise^ raise the 
arms laterally until horizontal, palms upward. 
Head; Raise the arms in a circular direction 
over the head, tips of fingers touching top of 
cap over the forehead, backs of fingers n con- 
tact their full length, thumbs pointing to the 
rear, elbows pressed back. Up; Extend the 
arms upward their full length, palms touching. 
Down ; Force them obliquely back and let them 
fall by the sides. Raise; Raise the arms later- 
ally as prescribed for the second command. 
Continue by repeating Head, Up^ Down, T{aise, 

Second !Exercise» The commands will be, i, 
Arm ; 2, Exercise ; 3, Front ; 4, Rear. At the 
command Exercise, raise the arms laterally as 
in First Exercise. Front; Swing the arms ex- 
tended horizontally to the front, palms touch- 
ing, heels on the ground. Rear; Swing the 
arms extended well to the rear, inclining them 
slightly downward, raising the body upon the 
toes. Continue by repeating Front, T{ear, till 
the men, if possible, are able to touch the 
hands behind the back. 

Third Exercise. The commands will be, i, 
Arm ; 2, Exercise ; 3, Circle. At the com- 
mand Exercise^ raise the arms laterally as in 
the First Exercise. Circle; Slowly describe a 
small circle with each arm, upward and back- 
ward, from front to rear, the arms not passing 
in front of the line of the breast. Continue 
by repeating Circle, 
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Fourth £xercise. The commands will be, 1, 
Arm; 2, Exercise; 3, Shoulder; 4, Front; 5, 
Rear. At the command Exercise, raise the 
arms laterally as in the First Exercise. Shoul- 
der ; Place the tips of fingers lightly on top of 
the shoulders, keeping upper arm horizontal. 
Front; Force the elbows to the front. l{ear; 
Force the elbows back as far as possible. 
Continue by repeating Front, T{ear, 

Fifth Fxercise. The commands will be, i, 
Hand ; 2, Exercise ; 3, Close ; 4, Open. At 
the command Eocerdse, raise the arms laterally 
as in the First Exercise. Close; Close the 
hands with force. Open; Open the hands 
quickly, spreading the fingers and thumbs 
apart as much as possible. Continue by re- 
peating Close, Open, 

Sixth Exercise. The commands will be, i, 
Forearms Vertical ; 2, Raise ; 3, Up ; 4, Down. 
At the command Raisey raise the forearms 
until nearly vertical, fingers extended and 
joined, palms toward each other. Up ; Thrust 
upward with force, extending the arms to their 
full length. Down; Force the arms obliquely 
back, and gradually let them fall by the sides. 
Continue by repeating Raise, Up, Down, 

Seventh Fxercise. The commands will be, i, 
Forearms Horizontal ; 2, Raise ; 3, Front ; 4, 
Rear. At the command Raise, raise the fore- 
arms to the front until horizontal, elbows 
forced back, hands tightly closed, backs down. 
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Front ; Thrust the arms forcibly to the front, 
turning the backs of the hands up, arms hori- 
zontaL Rear ; Bring the arms back quickly to 
the first position, forcing elbows and shoulders 
to the rear. Continue by repeating Fronts 
Rear, 

Eighth Exercise, The commands will be, i, 
Trunk ; 2, Exercise ; 3, Down ; 4, Back. At 
the command Exercise, raise the hands and 
place them on the hips, fingers to the rear, 
thumbs to the front, elbows pressed back. 
Down ; Bend the trunk forward at the hips as 
far as possible. 'Back; Raise and bend the 
trunk to the rear as far as possible. Execute 
both motions slowly without bending the 
knees. Continue by repeating DowUf Back. 

Ninth Exercise. The commands will be, i, 
. Trunk; 2, Exercise; 3, Right; 4, Left. At 
the command Exercise, place the hands on the 
hips, as in Eighth Exercise. T{ight; Bend the 
trunk to the right, without twisting it or rais- 
ing either heel. Left; Bend the trunk similarly 
to the left. Execute both motions slowly. 
Continue by repeating Right, Left. 

Tenth Exercise. The commands will be, i. 
Trunk ; 2, Exercise ; 3, Circle Right (or Left). 
At the command Exercise, place the hands on 
the hips as in Eighth Exercise. Circle T{ight; 
Bend the trunk to the right as in Ninth Exer- 
cise ; turn the trunk to the rear and bend to 
the rear, as in Eighth Exercise; turn the trunk 
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to the left and bend to the left, as in Ninth 
Exercise ; turn the trunk to the front and bend 
forward, as in the Eighth Exercise. Continue 
by repeating Circle Right, 
ESleventh !Exercise. The commands will be, 
I, Arms Vertical, Palms to the Front; 2, 
Raise ; 3, Down ; 4, Up. At the command 
Raise^ raise the arms from the sides, extended 
to their full length till the hands meet above 
the head, palms to the front, fingers pointed 
upward, thumbs locked, right thumb in front, 
shoulders pressed back. Down; Bend over till 
the hands, if possible, touch the ground, keep- 
ing arms and knees straight. Up; Straighten 
the body and swing the arms, extended, to the 
vertical position. Continue by repeating 
Dowttf Up. 

Twelfth Exercise. The commands will be, i. 
Arms forward. Palms down ; 2, Raise ; 3, 
Down ; 4, Up. At the command Raise, raise 
the arms to the front, extended to their full 
length, till the hands are in front of and at the 
height of the shoulders, palms down, fingers 
extended and joined, thumbs under forefingers, 
Down; Bend the trunk forward at the hips as 
far as possible and swing the arms backward, 
knees and arms straight. Up; Straighten the 
trunk and swing the arms to the forward 
position. Continue by repeating Down, Up, 

Tbirteenth !Exercise. The commands will 
be, I, Leg ; 2, Exercise ; 3, Half bend ; 4, 
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Down; 5, Up. At the command Eourcise, place 
the hands on the hips, as in Eighth Exercise. 
Down ; Lower the body, separating the knees 
and bending them as much as possible, heels 
on the ground, head and trunk erect. Up; 
Raise the body, straightening and closing the 
knees. Continue by repeating Down, Up. 

Fourteenth ^Exercise* The commands will 
be, I, Leg; 2, Exercise; 3, Full bend; 4, 
Down; 5, Up. At the command Exercise^ 
place the hands on the hips, as in Eighth Ex- 
ercise. Down; Lower the body, separating 
knees and bending them as much as possible, 
head and trunk erect, heels raised, weight of 
body resting on the balls of the feet. Up; 
Raise the body, straightening and closing the 
knees, and lower the heels to the ground. 
Continue by repeating Down, Up. 

Fifteenth Fxercise. The commands will be, 
I, Leg; 2, Exercise; 3, Left (or Right); 4, 
Forward ; 5, Rear ; or 5, Ground. At the 
command Exercise, place the hands on the hips, 
as in Eighth Exercise. Forward; Move the 
left leg to the front, knee straight, so as to ad- 
vance the foot about fifteen inches, toe turned 
out, sole nearly horizontal, bjdy balanced on 
right foot. T(ear; Move the leg to the rear, 
knee straight, toe on a line with the right heel, 
sole nearly horizontal. Continue by repeating 
Forward, T{ear. When the recruit has learned 
to balance himself, the command Forward is 
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followed by Giound, Throw the weight of 
the body forward by rising on the ball of the 
right foot, advance and plant the left, left heel 
thirty inches from the right, and advance the 
right leg quickly to the position of Forward, 
Continue by repeating Ground, when the 
right and left legs are alternately in the posi- 
tion of Forward, 

Sixteenth Exercise. The commands will be, 
I, Leg ; 2, Exercise ; 3, Up. At the command 
Exercise, place the hands on the hips, as in 
Eighth Exercise. Up; Raise the left leg to 
the front, bending and elevating the knee as 
much as possible, leg from knee to instep ver- 
tical, toe depressed. Up ; Replace the left foot 
and raise the right leg as prescribed for the- 
left. Execute slowly at first, then gradually 
increase to the cadence of double time. Con- 
tinue by repeating Up when the right and left 
legs are alternately in position. 

Seventeenth Exercise. The commands will 
be, I, Foot; 2, Exercise ; 3, Up ; 4, Down. At 
the command ETcercise, place the hands on the 
hips as in Eighth Exercise. Up; Raise the 
body upon the toes, knees straight, heels 
together. Down; Lower the heels slowly to 
the ground. Continue by repeating Up, 
Down, 

63. When is the command ^^ Continue the Exercise** 
used ? 
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A. When the exercises are well understood. The 
motions to be repeated, are then to be continu- 
ously executed until the command Halt, 



THE STEPS. 



64. What is the length of the full step in quick time? 

A. Thirty inches, measured from heel to heel. 
6'). What is its Cadence, or rate? 

A. One hundred and twenty steps per minute. 

66. What is done at the preparatory command, Fof 

ward? 
A. The weight of the body is thrown upon the 
right leg, without bending the left knee. 

67. What at the command (March? 

A. The left leg is moved smartly but without jerk, 
and the foot carried straight forward thirty 
inches from the right, measuring from heel to 
heel, sole near the ground, knee straight and 
slightly turned out; at the same time the 
weight of the body is thrown forward, and the 
foot planted without shock, weight of body 
resting upon it; next, in like manner, the right 
foot is advanced and planted as above; the 
march is continued, keeping the face to the 
front. 

68. What should precede the command Halt? 

A. The preparatory command Squad, or Company. 
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69. What is the length of the step in double time? 
A. Thirty-six inches. 

70. What is the cadence? 

A. One hundred and eighty steps per minute. 

71. What is done with the hands in double time? 

A. At the preparatory command, raise the hands 
until the forearms are horizontal, fingers 
closed, nails toward the body, elbows to the 
rear. 

72. Explain SMark Time, 

A. The commands will be, i, Mark Time; 2, 
March. At the command March^ given as 
either foot is coming to the ground, continue 
the cadence and make a semblance of march- 
ing, without gaining ground, by alternately 
advancing each foot about half its length and 
bringing it back on a line with the other. 

73. What command is given to resume the full step? 
A. I, Forward ; 2, March. 

74. What is the length of the short step in quick time? 
A. Fifteen inches. 

75. In double time? 

A. Eighteen inches. 

76. Explain the side step. 

A. The commands will be, i, Right (or Left) step; 
2, March. Carry the right foot twelve inches 
to the right, keeping the knees straight and 
shoulders square to the front ; as soon as the 
right foot is planted, bring the left foot to the 
side of it, and continue the movement, observ- 
ing the cadence for each foot as explained for 
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qu'ck time. The side step is not executed in 
double time. 

77. What is the command for the back step ? 
A. I, Backward ; 2, March. 

78. What is its length ? 

A. Fifteen inches from heel to heel. 

79. Can the short, side and back steps be executed 

other than from a halt ? 
A. Yes, they may be executed from mark time, and 
mark time from them. 

80. How is Change Step executed? 

A. Being in March ; i, Change step; 2, March. 
At the command (March ^ given as the right 
foot comes to the ground, the left foot Is ad- 
vanced and planted ; the toe of the right is 
then advanced near the heel of the left, the re- 
cruit again stepping off with the left. The 
change on the right foot is similarly executed, 
the command March being given as the left 
foot strikes the ground. 

81. What instruction should be given to enable the 

recuit to march in a straight line? 
A. He should be taught to cover two points on 
the ground so that a prolongation of a line 
through them will pass through his heels in 
line with the point of direction, and to keep 
them covered while marching, new points 
being selected as he advances. 
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INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION. 

WITH ARMS. 

82. At the command Fall In with arms in what posi- 

tion should the pieces be? 
A. Order Arms. 

83. What precaution should always be taken before 

drilling to prevent accidents? 
A. Chambers should be opened. 

84. What is the cadence of each motion of the manual? 
A. That of quick time. 

85. What movements are not executed in cadence or in 

detail? 
A. Those relative to the cartridge, fixing and un- 
fixing bayonet, adjusting sight, and breaking 
and forming stack. 
S6. To execute movements in detail when at a halt, 
what command is given ? 
A. "By the tKumbers. In this case the command of 
execution determines the prompt execution of 
the first motion, and the commands, Twoy 
Three, etc., that of the other motions. 
87. When no longer desired to be executed in detail, 
what command is given ? 
A. IVithout the Numbers. 
^. Does the execution by the numbers ever cease 
without command? 
A. Yes, whenever other movements than those in 
the manual of arms are commanded, the man- 
ual is thereafter executed without the numbers. 
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HANUAL OF ARMS. 

Sg. Give the position of Order Arms. 

A. Tlie butt rests evenly on the ground, barrel to 
the rear, the toe of the butt on a line with and 
touching the toe of the right shoe, arms hang- 
ing naturally, elbows near the body, right 
hand holding the piece between the thumb and 
fingers, the first two fingers in front, the others 
in rear. 

90.. Being at order arms, how is Present Arms executed? 
A. The commands will be, i. Present; 2, Arms. 
At the command tArmsy carry the piece in front 
of the centre of the body with the right hand, 
barrel to the rear, and vertical, grasp it with 
the left hand at the balance, forearm horizontal 
and resting against the body. 2, Grasp the 
small of the stock with the right hand. 

91. Being at Present, how is Order Arms executed? 
A. The commands will be, i. Order; 2, Arms. 
Let go with the right hand and regrasp the 
piece just above the lower band, back of the 
hand to the right ; let go with the left hand, 
carry the piece with the right to the right side, 
barrel to the rear, hand near the thigh, butt 
about three inches from the ground, left hand 
steadying the piece above the right, fingers 
extended and joined, forearm and wrist straight 
and inclined downward. 2, Lower the piece 
gently to the ground with the right hand, drop 
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the left quickly by the side, and take the 
position of Order Arms. 

92« In resuming the order from any position in the 

manual, how does the motion next to the last 

conclude? 

A. With the butt of the piece about three inches 

from the ground, the left hand above and near 

the right, steadying the piece, fingers extended 

and joined, forearm and wrist straight and 

inclined downward. 

93. What is the general rule as to the position of the 

left hand at the balance ? 
A. In all positions of- the left hand at the balance 
the thumb clasps the piece except in Present 
Arms and Load, jn which two positions the 
thumb is extended along the stock ; the sling 
is included in the grasp of the hand. 

94. Where is the balance of the piece ? 

A. At the centre of gravity, bayonet unfixed; 1. ^^ 
near the lower band. 

95. Being at Order Arms, explain the movement to 

Port Arms. 
A. The commands will be, i. Port; 2, Arms. 
Raise and throw the piece diagonally across 
the body, lock plate to the front, grasp it 
smartly with both hands, the right, palm 
down, at the small of the stock ; the left, palm 
up, at the balance, thumb clasping the piece, 
barrel sloping to the left and crossing opposite 
the junction of the neck with the left shoulder; 
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right forearm horizontal, left forearm resting 
against the body, piece near the body. 

96. In coming to Port Arms and like positions of the 

piece, during the instruction of the recruit, of 
what should the instructor take particular care? 
A. That the muzzle be not swung to the rear nor 
dropped farther to left than necessary for 
taking the position, in order to prevent inter- 
ference with or apprehension by the man on 
his left. 

97. When is this especially necessary? 
A. When bayonets are fixed. 

98. In all positions of the piece .** diagonally across the 

body," how is the piece, left arm, and hand held? 
A. As in Port Arms. 

99. Being at Port Arms, how is Order Arms executed? 
A. The commands will be, i. Order; 2, Arms. 

Let go with the right hand, lower and carry 
the piece to the right with the left hand, regrasp 
it with the right just above the lower band, 
back of hand to the front, let go with the left 
hand, lower and turn the piece with the right, 
bringing the barrel to the rear, butt about 
three inches from the ground and hand near 
the thigh ; steady the piece in this position 
with the left hand above the right, fingers 
extended and joined, forearm and wrist straight 
and inclined downward. 2, Lower the piece 
gently to the ground with the right hand, drop 
the left by the side, and take the position of 
Order Arms. 
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100. How Port Arms from the position of Present 
Arms ? 

A. The commands will be, i, Port; 2, Arms. 
Carry the piece diagonally across the body 
and take the position of Port Arms. 

loi. How Present from Port Arms? 

A. Carry the piece to a vertical position in front 
of the centre of the body, barrel to the rear, 
and take the position of Present Arms. 

102. Right Shoulder from Order Arms ? 

A. The commands will be, i. Right Shoulder ; 2, 
Arms. At the command tArms^ raise and 
carry the piece diagonally across the body with 
the right hand, lock plate to the front, grasp 
it at the balance with the left hand, palm up, 
thumb clasping the piece; carry the right hand 
quickly to the butt, embracing it, heel between 
the first two fingers, the thumb and fingers 
closed on the stock, the barrel sloping to the 
left and crossing opposite the junction of the 
neck with the left shoulder ; left forearm rest- 
ing against the body, the piece, left arm and 
hand being in the same position as at Port 
Arms. 2, Raise and place the piece on the 
right shoulder, barrel up, trigger guard in the 
hollow of the shoulder, the right elbow against 
(or near) the side, the right hand retaining its 
grasp of the butt, the hand directly in front of 
the elbow ; at the same time slip the left hand, 
fingers extended and joined, down to the 
breech block. 3, Drop the left hand by the side. 
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103. Of what should care be taken in the instruction 

of recruits in the position of Right Shoulder 

Arms ? 
A. That the right hand is kept directly in front 
of the elbow, which insures steadiness of»the 
piece on the shoulder, sufficient elevation of 
the muzzle to prevent interference with the 
men in the rear rank, and uniformity of 
appearance in the position of the piece. 

104. Being at Right Shoulder Arms, how is the move- 

ment to Order Arms executed? 
A. The commands will be, i, Order ; 2, Arms. 
At the command ^rms, press the butt down 
quickly with the right hand and throw the 
piece diagonally across the body, grasp it with 
the left hand at the balance, the position of 
the left arm, hand, and piece being the same 
as in Port Arms, the right hand retaining its 
grasp of the butt. 2, Let go with the right 
hand, lower and carry the piece to the right 
with the left hand, at the same time regrasp 
the piece with the right just above the lower 
band, back of the hand to the front, let go 
with the left hand, lower and turn the piece 
with the right, bringing the barrel to the rear, 
butt about three inches from the ground, and 
hand near the thigh ; steady the piece in this 
position with the left hand above the right, 
fingers extended and joined, forearm and wrist 
straight and inclined downward. 3, Lower 
the piece gently to the ground with the right 
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hand, drop the left by the side, and take the 
position of Order Arms. 

105. Being at Port, Right Shoulder Arms ? 

A. The commands will be, i, Right Shoulder; 2, 
Arms. At the command j4rmsj change the 
right hand to the butt, heel between the first 
and second fingers, thumb and fingers closed 
on the stock, and place the piece on the right 
shoulder, barrel up, trigger guard in the hollow 
of the shoulder, the right elbow against (or 
near) the side, the right hand directly in front 
of the elbow; at the same time slip the left hand, 
fingers extended and joined, down to the 
breech block. 2, Drop the left hand by the side. 

106. Being at Right Shoulder, to come to Port Arms? 
A. The commands will be, i, Port ; 2, Arms. At 

the command Wrws, press the butt down 
quickly with the right hand and throw the 
piece diagonally across the body, lock plate to 
_ the front, grasp it with the left hand at the 
balance, as in Port Arms, the right hand 
retaining its grasp at the butt. 2, Change 
the right hand to the small of the stock, and 
take the position of Port Arms. 

107. Being at Right Shoulder Arms, how is Present 

Arms executed? 
A. The commands. will be, i. Present; 2, Arms. 
At the command o^rms, press the butt down 
quickly with the right hand and throw the 
piece diagonally across the body, lock plate to 
the front, grasp it with the left hand at the 
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balance, as in Port Arms, the right hand 
retaining its grasp of the butt. 2, Change 
the right hand to the small of the stock and 
take the position of Port Arms. 3, Carry the 
piece to a vertical position in front of the centre 
of the body, barrel to the rear, and take the 
position of Present Arms. 

108. Being at Present Arms, how Right Shoulder Arms? 
,. A. The commands will be, i. Right Shoulder ; 2, 

Arms. At the command tArms^ take the posi- 
tion of Port Arms. 2, Change the right hand 
to the butt, heel between the first and second 
fingers, thumb and fingers closed on the stock, 
and place the piece on the right shoulder, barrel 
up, trigger guard in hollow of the shoulder, 
the right elbow against (or near) the side, the 
hand directly in front of elbow; at the same 
time slip the left hand, fingers extended and 
joined, down to the breech block. 3, Drop the 
left hand by the side. 

109. How are Fall Out, Rest, and At Ease executed 

with arms? 
A. As without arms. On resuming Attention 
take the position of Order Arms, 
no. Describe the position Parade Rest. 

A. Being at the order, the commands will be, i, 
Parade ; 2, Rest. At the command ??«/, carry 
the right foot six inches straight to the rear, 
left knee slightly bent, carry the muzzle in 
front of the centre of the body, barrel to the 
left, grasp the piece with the left hand just 
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below the stackihg swivel, and with the right 
hand below and against the left. 

111. What are the commands for resuming the Order 

from Parade Rest? 
A. I, Squad ; 2, Attention. 

112. In resuming the Order from Parade Rest, when 

does the left hand quit the piece? 
A. Opposite the right breast. 

113. Being at the Order, how is Fix Bayonet executed? 
A. The commands will be, i. Fix; 2, Bayonet* 

At the command Bayonet, execute Parade Rest, 
grasp the shank of the bayonet with the right 
hand, draw the bayonet from the scabbard and 
fix it on the barrel, glancing at the muzzle, 
resume the order. 

114. Being at the Order, Unfix Bayonet? 

A. The commands will be, i, Unfix; 2, Bayonet. 
At the command Bayonet, take the position of 
Parade Rest, grasp the shank of the bayonet 
firmly with the right, wrest it from the barrel, 
and, glancing at the scabbard, return it, the 
blade passing between the left arm and body; 
regrasp the piece with the right hand and 
resume the order. 

115. If marching how is the bayonet fixed and unfixed? 
A. In the most expeditious and convenient man- 
ner, and the piece returned to the position in 
which it was when the order to fix or unfix 
was given. 

116. Being at Order Arms, bayonet fixed, how is 

Charge Bayonet executed ? 
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A. At the command Bayonet j half face to the right, 
carrying the right heel six inches to the rear 
and three inches to the right of the left heel, 
at the same time raise the piece with the right 
hand inclining the barrel to the front, grasp it 
with the left at the balance, back of the hand 
down, thumb clasping piece, elbow against 
the body, grasp the small of the stock with the 
right hand and bring the point of the bayonet 
to the height of the chin, right hand support- 
ing the stock firmly against the front of right 
hip, the body inclining slightly forward. 

117. Being at Charge Bayonet, Order Arms? 

A. The commands will be, i, Order; 2, Arms. 
At the command Armsj face to the front, at the 
same time let go the piece with the right hand 
and lower it to the right side with left hand, 
regrasp it with the right just above the lower 
band, back of hand to the right, and lower the 
piece, bringing the butt about three inches 
from the ground and hand near the thigh; 
steady the piece in this position, with the left 
hand above the right, fingers extended and 
joined, forearm and wrist straight and inclined 
downward. 2, Lower the piece gently to the 
ground with the right hand, drop the left by 
the side, and take the position of Order Arms. 

118. Being at Port Arms, bayonet fixed. Charge 

Bayonet? 
A. The commands will be, i. Charge; 2, Bayonet. 
At the command Bayonet^ half face to the right, 
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carrying the right heel six inches to the rear 
and three inches to the right of the left heel, 
and at the same time bring the piece to the 
position of Charge Bayonet. 

119. To resume the Port? 

A. I, Port; 2, Arms. At the command tArms, 
face to the front, and at the same time take 
the position of Port Arms. 

120. Being at Right Shoulder, how is Charge Bayonet 

executed ? 
A. The commands will be, i. Charge; 2, Bayonet. 
At the command 'Bayotut, press the butt down 
quickly with the right hand and throw the 
piece diagonally across the body, lock plate to 
the front, grasp it with the left hand as in 
Port Arms, the right hand retaining its grasp 
of the butt. 2, Change the right hand to the 
small of the stock. 3, Half face to the right, 
carrying the right heel six inches to the rear 
and three inches to the right of the left heel, 
and at the same time bring the piece down to 
the right side and take the position of Charge 
Bayonet. 

121. At Charge Bayonet, how Right Shoulder Arms? 
A. The commands will be, i, Right Shoulder; 2, 

Arms. At the command oirmsy face to the 
front and at the same time take the position 
of Port Arms. 2, Change the right hand to 
the butt, heel between the first and second 
fingers, thumb and fingers closed on the stock, 
and place the piece on the right shoulder, 
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barrel up, trigger guard in the liollow of the 
shoulder, the right elbow against (or near) the 
side, the hand directly in front of the elbow, 
at the same time slip the left hand, fingers 
extended and joined, down to the breech block. 
3, Drop the left hand to the side. 

122. From what positions are fix and unfix bayonet 

usually executed ? 
A. If halted, from the order ; if marching, from 
any position, the piece being returned to its 
original position after the movement is com- 
pleted. 

123. How are the movements of kneeling, lying down* 

and rising first taught, and what differences are 
found from the instruction with arms ? 
A. They are first taught without arms ; they are 
executed as with arms, except that in the posi- 
tion kneeling the right hand rests on the right 
thigh, and in moving to and from the lying 
position the right hand is placed on the ground; 
in the position lying down the forearms are 
against each other on the ground, left arm in 
front. 

124. What is the general rule as to the hammer in the 

above positions? 
A It will be brought to the safety notch if not 
already there. 

125. Being at Order Arms, how is the movement Kneel 

executed ? 
A. The command will be. Kneel. At this com- 
mand, each front rank man will half face to 
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the right, carrying the right foot so that the 
toe will be about ten inches to the rear and ten 
inches to the left of the left heel ; kneel on the 
right knee bending the left, left toe slightly 
inclined to the right, right leg pointing directly 
to the right, weight of body resting on right 
heel ; place left forearjn across left thigh, hand 
hanging naturally ; the piece remains in the 
position of Order Arms, right hand grasping 
it above the balance. This is the position of 
order kneeling. Each rear rank man steps off 
obliquely to the right"with the left foot, plant- 
ing the toe opposite the middle of the interval 
to his right and in line with the left heel of 
his front rank man, at the same time placing 
the butt in line with toe of foot ; he then 
kneels as prescribed for the front rank. 

126. Being at the order kneeling, Rise ? 

A. Rise and take the position of Order Arms, the 
rear rank men covering their file leaders. 

127. Being at the order kneeling, explain Lie Down. 
A. The command will be, I, Lie Down. At this 

command each front rank man places the right 
knee against the left heel. 2, Draw back the 
left foot and place the knee on the ground; 
place the left hand well forward on the ground 
and lie flat on the belly, thus inclining the 
body about thirty-five degrees to the right ; the 
piece is lowered at the same time with the 
right hand, toe resting on the ground, barrel 
up, muzzle off the ground, left hand at the 
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balance, left elbow on the ground, right hand 
at the small of the stock, opposite the neck. 
7*^15 is the position lying down. The rear rank 
men move back thirty-six inches in the most 
convenient manner without rising, and lie 
down as prescribed for the front rank. 

128. Being in the position, Lying Down, how is Rise 

executed ? 
A. The command will be, i. Rise. At this com- 
mand-place the left hand on the ground and 
jaise the body on the knees; draw up and place 
the left foot by the side of the right knee, raise 
and place the piece in the position of the order 
kneeling. 2, Rise and take the position of 
Order Arms; the rear rank men close to facing 
distance on their file leaders. 

129. Being at the order Standing, Lie Down, how? 

A. Each front rank man takes the position ot 
order kneeling, except that the right knee is 
placed against the left heel. 2, Draw back 
the left foot and place the knee on the ground ; 
place the left hand well forward on the ground 
and lie flat on the belly, thus inclining the 
body about thirty-five degrees to the right ; the 
piece is lowered at the same time with the 
right hand, toe resting on the ground, barrel 
up, muzzle off the ground, left hand at the 
balance, left elbow on the ground, right hand 
at the small of the stock opposite the neck. 
The rear rank men step back thirty-six inches 
and lie down as prescribed for the front rank. 
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130. How is Kneel executed from the position Lying 

Down? 
A. The command will be, Kneel. Place the left 
hand on the ground and raise the body on the, 
knees ; draw up and place the left foot by the 
side of the right knee, raise and place the 
piece in the position of order kneeling ; the 
rear rank men take the position of order 
kneeling and then move forward thirty-six 
inches in the most convenient manner without 
rising. 

131. When the marchings and the manual are thor- 

oughly understood, what is done with the pieces 
at the first preparatory command for marching if 
they are at the order ? 
A. They are brought to the Right Shoulder. 

132. How is a disengaged hand held in double time? 
A. As when without arms. 

133. From what positions is the piece brought to the 

order on halting? 
A. From the right shoulder left shoulder, trail, 
or port arms. 

134. When does the execution of the order begin ? 
A. Immediately after halting. 

135. In what position is the piece held when the 

facings, side step, back step, alignments, open 
and close ranks, taking intervals, distances, and 
assembling from bayonet exercise, are executed 
from the order? 
A. At the trail while in motion j the order is 
resumed on halting. 
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136. In battle exercises, or whenever circumstances 

require, is tlie effective use of the weapon to be 

impeded by any formalities of drill ? 

A. No, sir, the regular positions of the manual of 

arms and the firings may be ordered without 

regard to the previous position of the piece; 

such movements as are not in the manual will 

be executed without regard to motions or 

cadence. 

FIRINGS. 



137. How is the instruction in loading and firing con- 

ducted ? 
A. At first without using cartridges ; after a few 
lessons with dummy cartridges; when well 
instructed, the drill may close with a few 
rounds of blank cartridges. 

138. When, and when only, will cartridges be used? 
A. Only when indicated by the words with dummy 

{blank or ball) cartridges, preceding the com- 
mand. Load. 

139. Explain Load. 

A. Being in line, standing at the order ; the com- 
mands will be, I, Squad; 2, Load. At the 
command Load, each rear rank man steps off 
obliquely to the right with the left foot, plant- 
ing the toe opposite the middle of the interval 
to his right and in line with the left heel of his 
front rank man ; the front rank men half face 
to the right ; both ranks then carry the right 
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heel six inches to the rear and three inches to 
the right of the left heel, turning the toes of 
both feet slightly inward, and at the same 
time raise the piece with the right hand and 
drop it into the left at the balance, muzzle at 
the height of the chin, left elbow against the 
body, small of the stock at the waist ; place 
the right thumb on the head of the hammer, 
forefinger on the trigger, the other fingers 
against the small of the stock, and half cock 
the piece, lower the muzzle, barrel sloping 
downward at an angle of about twenty-five 
degrees, at the same time open chamber, remove 
the cartridge shell if necessary; take a cartridge 
between the thumb and first two fingers and 
place it in the bore ; press it home with the 
thumb, close the chamber with the right 
thumb, cast the eyes to the front, carry the 
right hand to the small of the stock, and raise 
the muzzle to the height of the chin. 

140. By what name is this final position referred to, 

and what is the condition of the piece? 
A. The position is designated as that of Load ; 
the piece being loaded and the hammer at the 
half cock. 

141. If kneeling, what is the position of the piece? 

A. It is similar — ^the left forearm rests on the left 
thigh, the left hand grasping the piece at the 
balance and the muzzle is at the height of the 
chin. 

142. If lying down, how does the position differ ? 

A. The left hand steadies the piece at the balance, 
the toe of the butt resting on the ground, the 
muzzle off the ground. 

143. Does the rear rank, when lying down, load? 
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A. No, sir. 

144. The piece being in the position of load, what is 

done at the command, i, Squad ; 2, Ready? 
A. Cock the piece with the right thumb and 
return the hand to the small of the stock. 

145. Being at the Ready, what is done at the com- 

mand. Aim? 
A. Raise the piece with both hands and support 
the butt firmly against the hollow of the right 
shoulder, right thumb extended across the 
stock inclined forward and diagonally to the 
left, barrel horizontal ; slip the left hand back 
to the guard, little finger resting against the 
bottom of the thumb piece of the cam latch, 
left elbow resting against the body, and as far 
to the right as it can be placed with ease, right 
elbow as high as the shoulder; Incline the 
head slightly forward and a little to the right, 
cheek against the stock, left eye closed, right 
eye looking through the notch of the rear sight 
so as to perceive the top of the front sight ; 
second joint of forefinger resting against the 
front of the trigger, but not pressing it. 

146. What does each rear r'ank man do ? 

A. He alms through the interval at the right of 
his file leader and inclines slightly forward to 
advance the muzzle of his piece beyond the 
front rank. 

147. When lying down in double rank, does the rear 

rank aim or fire? 
A. No, sir. 
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148. In aimini: kneeling, what is the position of the 

left elbow? 
A. The left elbow rests on the left knee, point of 
elbow in front of kneecap. 

149. How is the piece brought into position in aiming 

lying down ? 
A. Raise the piece with both hands and slip it 
through the left to the trigger guard ; rest on 
both elbows and press the butt firmly against 
the right shoulder. 

150. What is done at the command, Fire? 

A. Press the finger against the trigger ; fire with- 
out deranging the aim, and without lowering 
or turning the piece. 

151. After firing what is done at the command Load? 
A. Lower the piece to the position of load, and 

load. 

152. Being in any position, pieces loaded, what is done 

at the commands, i. Draw ; 2, Cartridge? 
A. At the command Cartridge, take the position 
of load if not already there, open the chamber 
gently to avoid complete ejection of the cart- 
ridge from the chamber, take and return cart- 
ridge to box or belt, close chamber, bring 
hammer to safety notch, and carry the right 
hand to the small of the stock. 

153. When pieces are loaded and in the position of 

load or at the ready, by what command are pieces 
brought to the order? 
A. I, Order; 2, Arms. 

154. What is done at the command. Arms? 
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A. Bring the hammer to the safety notch, take 
the position of Order Arms, the front rank 
men similarly as from charge bayonet; the 
rear rank men raise the muzzles of their pieces 
(to clear the front rank men), step back and 
cover their file leaders, at the same time bring- 
ing the piece to the position of Order Arms. 

155. If kneeling, what is done at the same command? 
A. Both ranks take the position, order kneeling. 

156. If sights have been raised when should they be 

laid down ? 
A. At the first command. 

157. If cartridge boxes are used, when are they closed? 
A. After executing the order, order kneeling, 

position lying down, or cease firing. 

158. Having fired and being again at the position 

Load, by what commands is the firing exercise 
continued? 
A. I, Squad ; 2, Ready ; 3, Aim; 4, Fire ; 5, Load. 

159. If the instructor does not wish the pieces reloaded 

after firing, what commands does he give in 
place of the command Load? 
A. He gives the commands, i. Order ; 2, Arms. 

160. What is done at these commands? 

A. At the command Order, bring the piece to the 
position of Load, eject the empty shell by 
opening the chamber, close the chamber, bring 
the hammer to the safety notch, lower the 
sight leaf, if raised, and carry the right hand 
to the small of the stock ; at the command 
Arms, take the position of Order Arms, the 
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front rank men similarly as from Charge 
Bayonet ; the rear rank men raise the muzzle 
of their pieces (to clear the front rank men 
step back and cover their file leaders, at the 
same time bringing the piece to the position of 
Order Arms. If kneeling, both ranks take 
the order kneeling. 

i6i . What command may be given to accustom recruits 
in the position of Aim, to await the command 
Fire? 
A. I, Recover; 2, Arms. At the command Re- 
cover, withdiaw the finger from the trigger. 
At the command Arms, take the position of 
Load, the piece being retained at the ready. 
In recovering arms when kneeling or lying 
down the piece is brought to the position for 
loading kneeling or lying down, respectively. 

162. What instruction should accompany the aiming 

drill? 
A. In the adjustment of the sight and the princi- 
ples of aiming as laid down in the "Firing 
Regulations for Small Arms." 

163. Having had this instruction, how will they be 

required to use it? 
A. By the commands, i, At (so many) yards; 2, 
Squad ; 3, Ready ; 4, Aim, they will be required 
to aim, using the gradations of the rear sight 
corresponding to the distances indicated. 

164. How is the sight adjusted ? 

A. At the first command, both ranks take the 
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position of load and adjust the sight with the 
right hand. 

165. How is the firing exercise at a designated object 

conducted ? 
A. The commands will be, i, At that tree (or at 

) ; 2, At (so many) yards ; 3, Squad; 4, 

Ready ; 5, Aim. At the first command, both 
ranks take the position of load and fix the eyes 
on the object indicated; at the second command 
adjust the sight and immediately fix the eyes 
upon the object again. 

166. Of what should the instructor take care? 

A. That each man sets his sight at the range 
indicated; that the distance announced be as 
nearly as possible the true distance of the 
object ; and that the men are practised in aim- 
ing at objects above and below them. 

167. In dismissing the squad when the instruction has 

included loading, what precautionary command 

should never be omitted ? 

A. I, Port ; 2, Arms; 3, Open Chamber ; 4, Close 

Chamber; 5, Dismissed. After closing the 

chamber the hammer is brought to the safeiy 

notch. 

MANUAL FOR MARCHES, ETC. 

168. When are the positions Trail, Left Shoulder, 

Sling and Secure used? 
A. Mainly in extended order and route marches. 

169. How are they executed ? 
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A. In the most convenient manner, without 
cadence. 

170. Describe the position of Trail Arms. 

A. The piece is grasped with the right hand just 
above the balance, right arm slightly bent, 
barrel up, muzzle inclined slightly to the front. 
When it can be done without danger or incon- 
venience to others as on the firing line, the 
piece may be grasped at the balance and the 
muzzle lowered until the piece is horizontal ; a 
similar position in the left hand may be used 
in like case. 

171. What should be the position of the piece upon 

coming in doors? 
A. Trail. 

172. Being at right shoulder, how is left shoulder exe- 

cuted in order to secure a desirable uniformity? 
A. Press the butt down quickly with the right 
hand and bring the piece to nearly a vertical 
position without lowering it, grasp it with the 
left hand at the small of the stock and carry 
and place the piece on the left shoulder, barrel 
up, trigger guard in the hollow of the shoulder; 
replace the right hand at the butt with the left 
hand, heel between the first and second fingers, 
thumb and fingers closed on the stock, elbow 
near the body, hand directly in front of the 
elbow, and drop the right hand by the side. 
I73* Right Shoulder, how ? 

A. Press the butt down quickly with the left 
hand and bring the piece to nearly a vertical 
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position without lowering it, grasp it with the 
right hand at the small of the stock, and carry 
and place the piece on the right shoulder, barrel 
up, trigger guard in the hollow of the shoulder; 
replace the left hand at the butt with the right 
hand, and take the position of Right Shoulder 
Arms. 

174. What is the position, Sling? 

A. The right arm is passed between the rifle and 
the sling which rests upon the shoulder, 
piece in rear of shoulder, muzzle down and 
barrel to the rear, right hand steadying the 
piece. On route marches the piece may be 
slung on either shoulder. The sling should 
never be so tightly drawn that it cannot be 
readily adjusted. 

175. Describe the position. Secure Arms. 

A. The piece is held in the right hand at the 
balance, barrel down, sloping downward and 
to the front, right hand supported against the 
front of the right hip, upper arm against the 
stock. A corresponding position in the left 
hand may be used. 

176. In the first instruction in the marchings what will 

the instructor always take care to do? 
A. To have the pieces at right shoulder before 
putting the squad in march, and before passing 
from quick to double time; he also causes 
them to be at quick time at the right shoulder 
before ordering the halt. 

177. How many pieces are used in making a stack? 



DRILL MANUAL. 51 



A. Three. 

178. What are pieces not so used termed in this con- 

nection ? 
A. Loose pieces. 

179. What must have been done preparatory to stack- 

ing arms ? 
A. The squad must have counted fours and must 
be in line at the order. 

180. Explain the movement, Stack. 

A. The commands will be, i. Stack ; 2, Arms. 
At the command Stack, each even number of 
the front rank raises his piece with the right 
hand, grasps it with the left ^t the upper 
band, and rests the butt between his feet, 
barrel to the front, muzzle inclining slightly to 
the front and opposite the centre of the interval 
on his right, the thumb and forefinger raising 
the stacking swivel ; each even number of the 
rear rank then passes his piece, barrel to the 
rear, to his file leader, who grasps it between 
the bands with his right hand and throws the 
butt about twenty-eight inches in advance of 
his own and opposite the middle of the interval, 
the right hand slipping to the upper band, the 
thumb and forefinger raising the stacking 
swivel, which he engages with that of his 
own piece ; each odd number of the front rank 
raises his piece with the right hand, carries it 
well forward, barrel to the front, the left hand 
guiding the stacking swivel, engages the 
lower hook of the swivel of his own piece with 
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the free hook of that of the even number of 
the rear rank ; he then turns the barrel out- 
ward into the angle formed by the other two 
pieces and holds the butt about four inches 
• above the ground and six inches in front of 
the line of the toes. At the command t/irmsf 
each odd number of the front rank lowers the 
butt of his piece to the ground. 
i8i. What is done when the stack is formed? 

A. The pieces of the odd numbers of the rear rank 
are passed to the even numbers of the front 
rank, who lay them on the stacks. The pieces 
of the 'guides and the fileclosers are laid on the 
stacks at the same time. 

182. Upon finishing handling pieces what does each 

man do ? 
A. He resumes the position of a soldier. 

183. The squad having assembled and taken their 

places in rear of the stacks, explain the move- 
ment, Take Arms. ' 
A. The commands will be, i. Take ; 2, Arms. 
At the command. Take, the loose pieces arc 
returned by the even numbers; each even 
number of the front rank fhen grasps his own 
piece with the left hand, the piece of his rear 
rank man with his right hand, grasping both 
between the bands ; each odd number of the 
front rank grasps his piece in the same way 
with the right hand. At the command t/fmw, 
each odd number of the front rank disengages 
his own piece by raising the butt from the 
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^ ground and then turning the piece to the right, 
detaching the piece from the stack ; each even 
number of the front rank disengages and 
detaches his piece by turning it to the left, and 
then passes the piece of his rear rank man to 
him, and all resume the order. 

184. Of what is there danger, unless the odd number 

takes care to hold and place the butt of his piece 

in front of the line of the toes? 
A. That the front sight will be caught and bent 
by the ramrod of the piece of the even number 
on turning the piece to make or break the stack. 

185. What is done if a four has, numbers two and 

three, blank files? 
A. Number one rear rank will take the place of 
number two rear rank in making and breaking 
the stack ; the stacks made or broken, he 
resumes his post. 

186. How is the rifle salute executed ? 

A. Being at Right Shoulder Arms, carry the left 
hand smartly to the small of the stock, forearm 
horizontal, palm of the hand down, thumb 
and fingers extended and joined, forefinger 
against the' piece. 2, Drop the left hand by 
the side. 

187. At what distance from the officer is the salute 

begun ? 
A. The first motion is made six yards before 
passing the officer, holding the hand at the 
small of the stock until the salute is acknowl- 
edged or the officer passed. 
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i88. How is the rifle salute made indoors? 

, A. It is made from the position of Order Arms. 
Carry the left hand smartly to the right side, 
forearm horizontal, or nearly so, palm of the 
hand down, thumb and fingers extended and 
joined, forefinger against the piece. 2, Drop 
the left hand to the side. 

189 When is the rifle salute used ? 

A. It is prescribed for individual soldiers with 
arms, except sentinels, who salute by present- 
ing arms. 

190. Being at the Order, what is done at the command 

Inspection Arms? 
A. At the command j4rms, bayonets are fixed (if 
boxes are worn they are opened). 

191. What does each man do as the Inspector ap- 

proaches him ? 
A. He executes Port Arms, Open Chamber. 

192. When the Inspector returns the piece, how does 

the man receive it? 
A. With the left hand at the balance, closes 
chamber, brings the hammer to the safety 
notch, resumes Port Arms, comes to Order 
Arms, and unfixes bayonet 

193. Just when does each man execute Inspection Arms? 
A. As the Inspector returns the piece of the pre- 
ceding man. 

194. What does the man do if the piece is inspected 

without handling? 
A. He closes chamber, brings the hammer to the 
safety notch, grasps the piece with the right 
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hand at the small of the stock, comes to Order 
Arms, and unfixes bayonet when the Inspector 
passes to the next man. 
195. While the piece is being inspected, what is done 
with the hands ? 
A. They are dropped by the sides. 



SCHOOL OF THE SQUAD. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

196. In order to habituate recruits to their intervals in 

line, what is done? 
A. The left hand is placed above the hip In all 
alignments in the School of the Squad. 

197. Into what are recruits divided ? 
A. Into groups or squads. 

198. Of how many does the squad consist? 
A. Of seven men besides the leader. 

199. Who is the instructor? 
A. The corporal or leader. 

2J0O. Where is his position ? 

A. No. 4, or left man, front rank. 

201. What does the rear rank man who covers the 

corporal do when the latter leaves his place? 
A. Steps into the corporal's place, the front rank. 

202. How is the squad dismissed? 

A. The instructor standing two paces in front 
and facing the squad commands, i, Port; 2, 
Arms; 3, Open; 4, Chamber; 5, Close; 6, 
Chamber ; 7, Dismissed. 
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203. What is the distance between ranks in line? 
A. Facing distance. 

204. On rough ground or when marching double time? 
A. Thirty-six inches. 

205. When the knapsack is worn ? 

A. The distance is increased by the depth of the 
knapsack. 

206. On rough ground or in double time, when does 

the rear rank close to facing distance ? 
A. Upon halting. 



ALIGNMENTS AND MARCHINGS. 



207. How is an alignment secured? 

A. The commands will be, i. Right (or Left) ; 2, 
Dress. The base file stands fast and places 
the left hand upon the hip as in the assembly. 
The remaining files shorten the last step so as. 
to find themselves six inches in rear of the 
alignment, which never must be passed. They 
then come successively upon the line, taking 
steps of two or three inches, turning the head 
gently so as to bring the eye in line with 
the centre of the body, eyes fixed on the line 
of eyes of the men toward the designated 
flank, taking care not to derange the square- 
ness of the shoulders, at the same time plac- 
ing the left hand above the hips and placing 
the arm lightly against that of the man next 
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toward the designated flank, so that the eyes 
and shoulders shall be in line with those of 
the men already aligned. 

208. What command is given after the instructor veri- 

fies the alignment, and what do the men do ? 
A. Front; the men cast their eyes to the front and 
drop the left hand. All movement in the 
ranks must then cease. 

209. By what commands and how are alignments to 

the rear executed ? 
A. I, Right (or Left) backward; 2, Dress; 3, 
Front. The men step back, halt a little in 
rear of the line of the base files, and immedi- 
ately dress up by steps of two or three inches. 

210. Should the guide be announced in the backward 

march ? 
A. Always. 

211. Describe, i, To the Rear; 2, March; in quick 

time. 
A. At the command (March, given as the right 
foot strikes the ground, advance and plant the 
left foot ; then turn on balls of both feet, face 
to the right about and immediately step off 
with the left foot. 

212. If marching in double time, how many short steps 

are taken in turning ? 
A. Four short steps are taken in place after turn- 
ing, keeping the cadence and then stepping off 
with the left foot. 

213. Marching in column of files, what command 

should be given to march in line? 
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A. I, By the Right (or Left) Flank ; 2, March ; 3, 
Guide (Right or Left). 

214. Jn changing direction in column of files, what 

does the pivot man do ? 
A. He shortens two or three steps and moves over 
a quarter or an eighth of a circle whose radius 
is about eighteen inches. 

215. How is the oblique march executed ? 

A. Each man half faces to the Right (or Left) at 
the same time stepping off in the new direc- 
tion- He preserves his relative position, keep- 
ing his shoulders parallel to those of the man 
next on his right, and so regulates his step as 
to make the head of this man conceal the 
heads of the other men in the rank ; the ranks 
remain parallel to their original front. 

216. Who does the rear rank follow? 

A. The rear rank conforms to the foregoing, each 
man marching so as to cover his file leader 
upon resuming the original direction. 

217. What is done at command Halt while obliquing? 
A. The men halt faced to the front. 

218. What command is given to resume the original 

direction while obliquing? 
A. I, Forward ; 2, March. 

219. Is mark time used in the oblique? 
A. Yes, sir. 

220. If marking time while obliquing, by what com- 

mands is the oblique march resumed ? 
A. I, Oblique ; 2, March. 

221. On which side is the guide in the oblique? 
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A. Always, without indication, on tlie side toward 
which the oblique is made. 

222. Describe the movement Squad Right. 

A. The commands will be, i, Squad Right; 2, 
March ; 3, Front. At command March, the 
right file halts or stands fast, and the front 
rank man, or pivot, faces to the right; the 
other files' half face to the right in marching 
and without changing the length or cadence 
of the step, place themselves successively upon 
the alignment established by the right file ; all 
dress to the right without command. The in- 
structor verifies the alignment from the pivot 
flank and commands Front. The rear rank 
men conform to the movements of their file 
leaders* 

223. If halted at order, how are the pieces held during 

Squad Right (or Left) in quick time? 
A. At Trail Arms. 

224. Describe the Turn. 

A. The commands will be, i. Right (or Left) 
Turn; 2, March; 3, Forward; 4, March; 5, 
Guide (Right or Left). At the second command, 
the front rank man on the right, who is the 
guide, marches by the right flank, taking the 
short step without changing the cadence ; the 
other men half face to the right in marching, 
and, moving by the shortest line, successively 
place themselves on the new line, when they 
take the short step. The rear rank men con- 
form to the movements of their file leaders. 



6o DRILL MANUAL. 



When the last man has arrived on the new 
line the fourth command is given, when all 
resume the full step. During the turn the 
guide is, without command, on the pivot flank. 

225. Should command Halt be given during the execu- 

tion of the movement, what is done ? 
A. Those men on the new line halt; the others 
halt on arriving upon the line ; all dress to the 
right without command. 

226. What is the difference between Squad (or Com- 

pany) Right (or Left) and Right (or Left) Turn. 
A. In Squad Right, at command March^ the pivot 
faces and halts ; in Right Turn the pivot faces 
and advances with the short step ; or Squad 
Right is the command to turn and halt. Right 
Turn is the command to turn and advance. 



FIRINGS. 



227. In firings where is the post of the instructor? 
A. Three paces in rear of the squad. 

228. Do commands in the firings differ if the squad is 

standing, or kneeling, or lying down ? 
A. They are the same. 

229. At the preparatory command for firing what does 

the rear rank do ? 
A. Closes up to the front rank, as explained for 
loading. 

230. In volley firing, pieces being loaded, what com- 

mands are given for firing? 
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A. I, Fire by squad. 2, At (such an object). 3, 
At (so many) yards. 4, Squad. 5, Ready. 6, 
Aim. 7, Fire. 8, Load. 

231. To fire another volley at the same object, but with 

a new line of sight ? 
A. I, At (so many) yards; 2, Squad ; 3, Ready; 
4, Aim ; 5, Fire ; 6, Load. 

232. Will the object and range always be indicated in 

the preparatory commands for all kinds of fire? 
A. Yes, sir, always. 

233. What will be done if the objective be at a consid- 

erable angle to the front of the squad ? 
A. The front of the squad will be changed so as 
to face it. 

234. When will the command Fire be given in volley 

firing? 
A. When the pieces appear to be steady. 

235. What is done at the command Cease Firing? 

A. Take the position of load, if not already there, 
draw the cartridge, or eject th« empty shell by 
opening the chamber, close the chamber, bring 
the hammer to the safety notch, lower the 
sight leaf, if raised, and take the order, order 
kneeling, or the position lying down, as the 
ca^e may be. If standing, the rear rank men 
then step back and cover their file leaders. 

236. When may the command or signal, Cease Firing, 

be given ? 
A. At any time after the fust preparatory com- 
mand for firing, whether the firing has actually 
commenced or not. 
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237. At the commands, i, Fire at Will ; 2, At (such an 

object); 3, At (so many) yards ; 4, Squad; 5, 
Ready ; 6, Commence Firing ; what is done? 
A. At the command Commence Firings each man 
independently of the others takes careful aim 
at the object, fires, loads, and continues the 
fire as rapidly as is consistent with taking 
careful aim at each shot. 

238. What is done at the command, i. Cease Firing ; 

2, Load? 
A. The firing will stop ; at the second command 
pieces not already there will be brought to the 
position of load, and those not loaded will be 
loaded. 

239. What is the object of this command? 

A. It is intended to interrupt the firing, for the 
purpose of steadying the men, to change to 
another method of firing, or to retain the pieces 
loaded for the time being. In the latter case it 
should be directed that the hammers be brought 
to the safety notch. 

240. When is the rapid fire used? 

A. Under usual conditions for ranges within 
which the trajectory is comparatively flat. 

241. Explain the Rapid Fire. 

A. The commands will be, i, Rapid Fire ; 2, At 
(such an object) ; 3, At (so many) yards ; 4, 
Squad ; 5, Ready ; 6, Commence Firing. At 
the command indicating the distance, if 600 
yards or less, the sights will be laid ; the firing 
is executed as the firing at will* but with as 
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great rapidity as will admit of effective aiming 
at the object. 

242. If firing at will, what commands will be given to 

begin the rapid fire ? 
A. I, Rapid Fire ; 2, Commence Firing. 

243. When only will instruction in the Rapid Fire be 

given ? 
A. After the Fire at Will is well executed. 



SCHOOL OF THE COnPANV. 



244. In all formations under arms, how do the men 

fall in? 
A. Habitually in double rank. 

245. Into what is a company grouped? 

A. Into fours or squads, under the leadership and 
immediate control of the non-commissioned 
officers, who are held responsible for discipline 
and order in camp and quarters, and are 
trained as leaders of groups for battle. 

246. Of how many does a squad consist? 

A. Of four files — 1. ^., a corporal and seven pri- 
vates. 

247. Explain the use of the terms Four and Squad. 

A. The group is termed a four in the commands 
and explanations of the close order drill ; a 
squad in the extended order drill. 

248. Into what two sub-divisions is a company di- 

vided in Close Order Drill ? 
A. The first and second platoons. 
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249. Give in detail the formation of a company for 
Close Order Drill. 
A. The men fall in at the order with bayonets 
unfixed. At the sounding of the assembly the 
first sergeant takes his position in front of 
where the centre of the company is to be, and 
facing it, makes the signal for assembly, or 
commands Fall In. The second sergeant places 
himself facing to the front, where the right of 
the company is to rest, and at such a point 
that the centre of the company will be six 
paces from and opposite the first sergeant ; the 
fours form in their proper places on the left of 
the second sergeant, superintended by the 
other sergeants, who then take their posts. 
Fours of less than six men should be increased 
by taking the required number of men from 
a like number of fours, or, if containing less 
than four men, should be assigned to other 
fours and placed in the line of file closers. 
The first sergeant brings the company to right 
shoulder, causes the rear rank to fall back 
thirty-six inches to the rear, and the sergeant 
calls the roll, each man answers Here, and 
comes to the order as his name is called ; the 
first sergeant then comes to right shoulder 
arms, the rear rank is closed to facing dis- 
tance, and he faces about, salutes the captain , 
reports the result of the roll call, and without 
command takes his post, passing around the 
right fiank. 

NoTB. — In some states it is the custom at the command of the First 
Sergeant for bringing the company to right shoulder for roll call, for the 
rear rank to fall oack without command to thirty-six inches distance* 
and for them to close again to facing distance without command when 
the First Sergeant brings his piece to right shoulder before facing about 
to make his report. The file*closers see that the movement is properly 
and promptly executed. 
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250. Where are the sergeants posted? 

A. The first sergeant is two-paces in rear of the 
second file from the right of the first platoon. 
The second sergeant is in the front rank on 
the right of the first platoon ; he is right guide 
of this platoon and also of the company. The 
third sergeant is in the front rank on the left 
of the second platoon ; he is the left guide of 
this platoon and also of the company. The 
fourth sergeant is two paces in rear of the 
second file from the left of the first platoon; he 
is left guide of the first platoon. The fifth 
sergeant is two paces in rear of the second file 
from the right of the second platoon ; he is 
right guide of the second platoon. 

251. Where are the corporals posted? 

A. As number four, front rank of the fours 
according to height. 

252. How is the company sized? 

A. The men fall in the single rank ; the first 
sergeant faces them to the right, arranges 
them according to height, tallest man in front; 
the corporals place themselves according to 
height, the tallest as the seventh man, the 
others as every eighth man in rear. The 
sergeant commands, i, In two ranks Form 
Company; 2, March. At the command March^ 
the man in front faces to the left, the second 
man places himself in the rear rank covering 
the man in front ; the remaining men close and 
form alternately in the front and rear rank. 
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each facing to the front upon arriving in his 
place. 

253. What is done at the command, i, Count; :», 

Fours? 
A. Beginning on the right, the men of each rank 
count One, Two, Three, Four, One, and so on to 
the left. The sergeants do not count. 

254. What do the sergeants do during the formation ? 

A. They superintend the formation and see that 
the men fali in promptly, properly accoutred, 
they then take their posts. 

255. How are distances extended for setting up drill ? 
A. Being in line at a halt, and having counted 

fours, the commands will be, i. Front, take 
distance ; 2, March. At the command (March, 
number one of each four of the front rank 
moves straight to the front ; number two 
moves off as soon as number one has advanced 
two paces ; numbers three and four move off 
in succession in like manner. The rear rank 
executes what has been prescribed for the 
front rank, number one moving off as soon 
as number four front rank has advanced two 
paces The proper distance being attained, 
the commands will be, i. Squad ; 2, Halt. 

256. How closed ? 

A. The commands will be, i, Assemble; 2, 

• March. At the command {March, number one 

of the front rank stands fast ; the other men 

move forward and close to their proper places. 
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257. At the command Open Ranks, what do the right 

and left guides do ? 
A. Step back three paces, or six back steps to the 
rear, to mark the new alignment of the rear 
rank. 

258. What the file closers? 

A. They step back at the same time as the guides, 
three paces in rear of the line of the guides, 
and dress to the right. 

259. At command March, what does the front rank do? 
A. Dress to the right. 

260. What the rear rank ? 

A. They step backward, halt a little in rear of 
the line established by the guides, and then 
dress to the right on that line. 

261. Will the elbow be used to obtain the alignment? 
A. Yes, sir. 

262. Should a non-commissioned officer be chief of 

platoon, where is his position at open ranks? 
A. In the line of file closers, opposite the centre 
of his platoon. 

263. Who aligns the rear rank ? 
A. The right guide. 

264. Wl* en do the guides resume their position in the 
front rank ? 

A. At the command Front. 

265. How does the company execute the movements 

and positions comprised in the School of the 
Squad? 
A. As there explained, substituting in the com* 
mands Company for Squad. 
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266. When marching, how should the arms and hands 

swing? 
A. The arms swing naturally, the hands moving 
about three inches in front and rear of the 
seam of the trousers. 

267. in executing the Turn and Halt, what does the 

guide at the pivot do? 
A. He stands fast or halts, and resumes his place 
at the command Front, 

268. In the different firings do enlisted men in the line 

of file closers execute the loadings and firings? 
A. No, sir. 

269. Do guides and enlisted men in line of file closers 

execute the manual of arms during the drill? 
A. Yes, sir, unless specially excused. 

270. If specially excused, at what position do they 

hold their pieces? 
A. They remain at the order. 

271. Are they ever excused during ceremonies? 
A. No, sir. 

272. How do guides in front marking an alignment 

hold their pieces ? 
A. At the order. 

273. How does a non-commlssloned officer as guide or 

in command of a detachment carry his rifle ? 
A. As the men do. 

274. How does the first sergeant dismiss the company? 
A. The captain having directed the first sergeant 

Dismiss the company^ the sergeant salutes, steps 
in front of the company and commands* i. 
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Port; 2, Arms; 3, Open; 4, Chamber; 5, 
Close ; 6, Chamber ; 7, Pismissed. 

275. Company being in line, at the command Fours 

Right, how will the pivot turn ? 
A. Strictly in his place. 

276. What will the man on the marching flank main- 

tain? 
A. The full step, moving on the arc of a circle 
with the pivot man as a centre. 

277. How do the men dress during the wheel ? 

A. Toward the marching flank, shortening their 
step according to their distance from it. They 
will take care to keep their intervals from the 
pivot. 

278. Upon completion of the wheel, what does the 

front rank do ? 
A. Takes the full step, marching in a direction 
parallel to the former front of the company. 

279. What the rear rank ? 

A. Shortens the step until it gains the distance of 
forty-four inches. 
380. What Is the distance between fours ? 
A. Forty-four inches. 

281. How is this obtained if the march is continued ? 
' A. By shortening the step. 

282. How if halted on the completion of the wheel ? 

A. The rear rank falls back to forty-four inches, 
and all dress toward the marching flank. 

283. At what distance from the leading and rear four 

are the guides? 
A. Forty-four inches. 
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284. In column of fours how do the ranks dress? 

A. Toward the side of the guides and away from 
the file closers. 

285. Unless command Halt is given what is to be done 

in ail wheelings by fours upon the completion 
of the wheel ? 
A. The forward march is to be taken. 

286. How are all wheels by fours, except in changing 

direction executed ? 
A. On a fixed pivot. 

287. What is the position of the guides In column of 

fours, twos or files ? 
A. They are in front and rear, respectively, of 
the leading or rear file on the side opposite the 
file closers. 

288. At what distance from the flank are the file 

closers ? 
A. Two paces. 

289. What are the duties of the file closers ? 

A. To rectify mistakes, to insure steadiness and 
promptness in the ranks, and in column of 
fours to see that the distance is accurately 
maintained. 

290. In all changes by lours from line into column and 

column into line, or from column of fours to 
twos, files, or the reverse, and in all wheels 
about by fours, either in line or column, how 
do the guides take their proper places? 
A. In the most convenient way as soon as prac- 
ticable. 
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291. How is the change of direction in column of fours 

executed ? 
A. On a movable pivot. 

292. What length of step does the pivot man take? 

A. Ten inches in quick time; twelve inches in 
double time. 

293. Explain the movements of the second four in 

Right forward, Fours right. 
A. The four wheels to the right on a fixed pivot; 
when the wheel is two-thirds completed it 
wheels to the left on a movable pivot and fol- 
lows the first four. 

294. In the movement Fours Right (or Left) About, 

what does the rear rank do ? 
A. The man on the marching flank preserves his 
distance ; the man on the pivot flank closes up 
to his file leader, covers him during the wheel, 
and on its completion falls back to his proper 
distance. 

295. In movements by Fours About do the file closers 

pass through the column ? 
A. No, sir, they gain the space to the right or left 
necessary to preserve their interval from the 
flank. 

296. In forming line from column of fours when does 

the rear rank close to facing distance ? 
A. During the wheel. 

297. In, On Right (or Left) into Line when does the 

rear rank close to facing distance? 
A. As the front rank commences to wheel. 

298. In forming Front into Line, when ? 
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A. Upon halting. 

299. In, On Right into Line, if the movement is exe- 

cuted toward the side opposite the file closers, 
what do they do ? 
A. Each follows the four nearest him, passing.in 
front of the following four. 

300. If a movement front into line be made toward the 

side of the file closers, what do they do ? 
A. Dart through the line as the oblique com- 
mences. 

301. Being in line, in the movement Fours About, 

what do the file closers do ? 
A. They dart through the nearest interval. 

302. If the company is moved a few paces to the rear 

by facing about, what do the guides and file 
closers do ? 
A. The guides step in the rear rank, now become 

the front rank ; the file closers face about and 

maintain their relative positions. 

303. When, in passing obstacles, fours are ordered 

from right or left to rear, what does that guide 
do? 
A. Closes on the fours that remain in line. 

304. At the command Rear Fours Front into Line what 

does the guide do ? 
A. Hastens to the point where the flank of the 
company will be when the movement is com- 
pleted. 

305. What is the distance between ranks in column of 

twos? 
A. Facing distance. 
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306. What between men in column of files? 
A. Facing distance. 

307. If marching, at the command Right by File, what 

is done? 
A. The leading file continues the march; the 
others halt without coming to the order, and 
resume the march at the proper time. 

308. When a company is.formed in column of platoons, 

or line of platoons in columns of fours, when do 
the fourth and fifth sergeants take their places 
as guides? 
A. As soon as practicable. 

309. When do they return to the line of file closers? 
A. When the company unites in line or column 

of fours, unless they mark an alignment. 

310. What does the guide of the second platoon do ? 
A. He preserves the trace, step, and a distance 

equal to the front of the platoon from the first 
platoon. 

311. If one platoon be smaller than the other, what 

does the guide of the second do after an about 
by fours ? 
A. He regains the trace and distance on the march. 

312. Being in column of platoons, at the command 

Platoons Right (or Left), what does the fifth (or 
fourth) sergeant do ? 
A. He remains in front of the company till the 
command Fronts to mark the alignment. 

313. In line of platoons in column of fours, who is 

guide of the company ? 
A. The leading guide on the flank announced. 
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314. What interval does the other leading guide pre- 

serve? 
A. The interval necessary to form front into line. 

315. What is the habitual formation of a column In 

route? 
A. Column of fours. 

316. What is the habitual rate? 

A. Three to three and a half miles per hour. 

317. How are the pieces carried in the Route Step ? 
A. At will, with muzzles elevated. 

318. What do the ranks do ? 

A. Cover and preserve their distance. 

319. Is silence preserved ? 
A. No, sir. 

320. To resume the cadenced step, what command Is 

given ? 
A. Attention. 

321. What is done with the pieces ? 

A. They are brought to the right shoulder. 

322. Upon halting while marching in route step, what 

is done? 
A. The men come to the rest at the order. 

323. At command, i, At Ease; 2, March, what is done? 
A. The company marches as in route step, except 

that silence is preserved. 

324. If halted what will be done? 

A. The men remain At Ease at the order. 

325. Whenever the flanks become the centre, where do 

the second and third sergeants take post? 
A. In the line of file closers as prescribed for 
fourth and fifth sergeants. 
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326. Where do the fourth and fifth sergeants take 

posts? 
A. As prescribed for second and third sergeants. 

327, Where is the first sergeant always posted ? 

A, With the original first platoon, in rear of thd 
second file from the outer flank. 



SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION. 



328. How many colors do regiments have? 

A. Two ; the national colors and the regimental 
colors. 

329. On which side of the national colors are the regi- 

mental colors carried ? 
A. On the left side, save in column of fours> 
when the file closers are on the left flank, in 
which case the regimental colors are on the 
right. 

330. Of how many does the color guard consist ? 

A. Of one sergeant, who is color bearer (and one 
sergeant additional if regimental color is car- 
ried), and two experienced soldiers. 

331. In line, where is the position of the color bearers? 
A. Between the guides of the right and left centre 

companies. 

332. Where the armed members of the color guard ? 
A. In the rear of the color bearers, in line of file 

closers. 

333. If the formation of the battalion be central, in 

front of what company are the guides first placed? 
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A. The leading or right centre company. 

334. How do they face ? 

A. Toward each other. 

335. At what distance do guides precede their company 

on line? 
A. By about twenty paces. 

336. In marking an alignment, in what position are 

the pieces of the guides? 
A. At the order. 

337. In line, what is the distance between guides? 
A. Three paces. 

338. At all formations of the battalion, where does a 

non-commissioned officer in command of his com- 
pany place himself at command Guides Post? 
A. On the right of the right guide. 

339. When the major commands Right Shoulder (or 

Order) Arms, after receiving the report of the 
adjutant, where dots a non-commissioned officer 
in command of his company place himself? 
A. In the pos* prescribed for the captain. 

340. Is there any exception to this rule? 

A. Yes, sir, at ceremonies he retains his place on 
the right of the guide. 

341. At the command Open Ranks, what guides step 
to the rear to mark the alignment for the rear rank? 

A. The right guides of each company and the 
guide on the left of the battalion. 

342. In column of fours, how does the leading guide of 

each company save the first march ? 
A. In the trace of the rear guide of the preceding 
company, at the distance of seventy-two inches. 
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343. In successive formations, how do the guides 

marking the alignment face? 
A. Toward the point of rest. 

344. In formations from a halt, when are the guides 

posted ? 
A. At the preparatory command indicating the 
direction in which the line is to extend. 

345. If marching, where? 

A. At the preparatory command they hasten 
toward the point of rest ; they are posted at 
the command (March, 

346. In formations on right (or left) into line, where 

is the first guide posted? 
A. At company distance to the right (or left) of 
the head of the column. 

347. In formations front into line, where? 

A. At company distance, in front of the head of 
the column. 

348. In deployments, where? 

A. Against the leading company, in front of the 
head of the column. 

349. In changes of front, where is the first guide 

placed ? 
A. Company distance to the right of the first, or 
left of the fourth company, according as the 
change of front is to the right or left. 

350. How are the guides placed in formations faced to 

the rear? 
A. So as to permit the company to pass between 
them, after which the second guide closes to a 
little less than company distance from the first. 
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351. In column of companies at full distance, what is 

the distance between guides of companies ? 
A. Company distance and three paces. 

352. In column of sub-divisions, who is guide of the 

battalion ? 
A. The guide of the leading company; he is 
charged with the step and direction. 

353. What do the guides in rear do ? 

A. Preserve the trace, step and direction. 

354. At the command Halt, what must the guides do? 
A. Stand fast, although they may have lost dis- 
tance and be out of direction with the guides 
in front. 

355. Being in column, at the command Companies 

Right (or Left), what does the left guide of the 

leading company do? 

A. Places himself facing the leading guide of the 

column, nearly company distance in front of 

him, so as to be opposite one of the left files of 

his company when the movement is completed. 

356. Closed in mass, what is the distance between 

guides of companies? 
A. Eight paces. 

357. What distance are the file closers from the rear 

rank? 
A. One pace. 

358. In forming street column, what do the guides and 

file closers and color guard do ? 
A. They take post within the column. 
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EXTENDED ORDER. 



359. What is the basis of extended order? 
A. The squad, or four. 

360. In extended order when do men fix their attention? 
A. At the first word of command, first note of the 

bugle, or first motion of the signal. 

361. Arrived upon the line and halted, whether de- 

ployed or in squads, how do men face? 
A. To the front— «. ^., in the direction of the 
enemy. 

362. Arecommandsfor dressing given? 

A. No, sir, the alignment is taken towards the 
base file. 

363. How do the men stand and march ? 
A. At ease. 

364. If leading, where is the corporal posted? 
A. Three paces in front of his squad. 

365. If halted? 

A. Three paces in rear of his squad. 

366. If the squad is marching to the rear, where is the 

corporal posted ? 
A. The corporal, moving in the most convenient 
way, takes his position in front of the squad. 

367. Who is the guide of the squad ? 

A. The man in front of whom the corporal places 
himself. 

368. When the corporal does not wish the squad to 
follow him, what command does he give? 
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A. Guide (Right or Left), and indicates the point 
of direction ; if marching by the flank he indi- 
cates the direction. 

369. When is the squad deployed forward ? 

A. When it is in rear of the line to be occupied. 

370. When by the flank ? 

A. When it is already 011 the line to be occupied. 

371. What rule must be observed in deploying? 

A. That the squad be in march if the deployment 
is to be forward; that it be halted before 
deploying by the flank. 

372. What is the normal interval between skirmishers? 
A. Two paces. 

373. By what commands may this be changed ? 

A. I, To (so many) paces, Extend (or Close) ; 2» 
March. 

374. Upon which man is the deployment made? 

A. The front rank man of the second file from 
the right. 

375. Where do the rear rank men place themselves? 
A. On the alignment to the right of their fiie 

leaders.. 

376. If the squad is to kneel or lie down while halting, 

until otherwise directed, when is this command 
given ? 
A. The command Kneel (or Lie Down) upon 
Halting is given before giving the command 
for deploying. 
377* Being in line, what is the command for deploy* 
ing? 
A. I, As Skirmishers ; 2, March. 
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378. What determines the direction of the deployment? 
A. If marching in line the deployment is forward; 

if halted, by the flank. 

379. Where is the Rally made ? 

A. Either on the line or in advance of it. 

380. When is the Rally used ? 

A. For speedy and concentrated action when 
there is not time to form in the normal order. 

381. When may the Assembly be used? 

A. When the squad is either deployed or rallied. 

382. What is to be observed in assembling the squad? 
A. That the movement is made faced, or march- 
ing to the front ; when faced or marching to 
the rear the squad should not assemble. 

383. What should be the effort in extended order drill? 
A. That the squad leaders be able to govern the 

movements of their squads entirely by signals. 

384. In what does the chief profit of extended order 

drill consist? 
A. In teaching the men to use cover, and in im- 
pressing upon them the vital necessity of 
reserving their fire and saving their ammuni- 
tion for the final period of rapid fire at short 
range. 

385. In extended order, what is the next unit of a 

company above the squad ? 
A. The section or group of squads. 

386. How many sections are there in a platoon ? 
A. Two. 

387. Who command the sections? 
A. The sergeants. 
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388. Is the first sergeant assigned to a section ? 
A. No, sir. 

389. Give the assignment of sergeants to sections. 

A. Second sergeant, chief of first section. Third 
sergeant, chief of fourth section. Fourth ser- 
geant, chief of second section. Fifth sergeant, 
chief of third section. 

390. Where is the post of the chief of section ? 

A. If in the firing line, six paces in rear of the 
centre of his section ; if in support, six paces 
in front. 

391. What is the normal interval between sections? 
A. If of two squads, thirty peces ; if of three, 

forty-five paces. 

392. In formation of line of squads, where is the post 

of corporal ? 
A. Three paces in rear of his squad. 

393. In movements on right or left into line of squads, 

how does the corporal lead his squad to its place 
in line.^ 
A. By the shortest route. 

394. What is the normal interval between squads? 
A. Fifteen paces. 

395. When deployed in line, when do the corporals 

take part in the firings? 
A. At all times, save when th^ fire is by squads. 

396. Where does he stand when deployed in line? 

A. At not more than one pace in rear of his 
place as a skirmisher, preserving his proper 
interval. 
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397. If deployed and firing by squads, where does he 

stand ? 
A. Three paces in rear of his squad. 

398. When sections and squads are mixed as a result 

of reinforcing, on whom do the men rally? 
A. Each group rallies on the chief who commands 
it at the time. 

399. When are volleys by squads used ? 
A. Against troops in close order. 

400. What are the maximum ranges at which squad 

volleys will be used against the various units? 
A. Not exceeding 8cx> yards at line, equal to front 
of a squad ; iocx> yards, equal to the front of a 
platoon, 1200 yards at line, equal to front of a 
company. 

401. At what ranges is the fire at will used? 
A. From 400 to 800 yards. 

402. When is the rapid fire used? 

A. At short ranges, at the decisive moment of 
the action. 



CEREMONIES. 



403. In the formation of a line for ceremonies are bay- 

onets fixed ? 
A. Not unless so ordered. 

404. At parades and reviews, where is the position of 

a non-commissioned officer in command of his 
company in line? 
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A. On the right of the right guide. 

405. If in column ? 

A. He has the post of captain. 

406. At parade before bringing his company to parade 

rest, what does he do ? 
A. He brings his piece to Right Shoulder, steps 
two paces to the front and faces to the left. 

407. After giving the command, what? 

A. He faces to the left, steps to his place in rank, 
comes to the order, faces about and comes to 
parade rest. 

408. Where is his post at inspection wben ranks are 

opened ? 
A. On the right of the right guide. 

409. What exercises in the manual does a non- 

commissioned officer commanding a company or 
platoon execute? 
A. Only the order and parade rest. 

410. In rendering honors? 

A. The present and order. 

411. While marching? 

A. The right shoulder and port. 

412. In marching in review, should a non<ommlssloned 

officer in command of a sub-division salute? 
A. Yes, sir. 

413. How should they salute? 

A. First bringing the command to port arms, 
with the rifle salute when at six paces from 
the reviewing officer, turning the head and 
looking toward him. 

414. At the assembly for guard mount, what is done? 
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A. The men warned for duty fall in on their 
parade grounds, facing to the front, non- 
~ commissioned officers and supernuinenes fall- 
ing in as file closers. 

415. Who has charge of the detail? 
A. The first sergeant. 

416. What does he do while on the company parade? 
A. He verifies his detail, opens ranks, Inspects 

the dress and general appearance, replaces by 
a supernumerary any man unfit to march on 
guard, and then closes ranks. 

417. Arriving upon the line, what does the first ser- 

geant do ? 
A. He retains his piece at right shoulder, halts 
his detail, places himself in front of and facing 
the sergeant-major, at a distance equal to, or a 
little greater than, the front of his detail, and 
commands, i, Right; 2, Dress- Seeing the 
detail aligned, he commands Front, salutes, 
and then reports, ** The Detail is correct," Of 
(so many) " Sergeants, Corporals or Privates 
are Absent." 

418. Where does he take post after reporting ? 

A. He passes by the right of the guard, handing 
his report to the sergeant-major, and takes 
post three paces in rear of his supernumerary 
at the order. 

419. Where are the sergeants and corporals of the 

guard posted ? 
A. Two paces in rear of the rear rank. 
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420. At what distance from the rear rank are the 

supernumeraries? 
A. Nine paces. 

421. At Open Ranks, what do the supernumeraries 

and first sergeants do ? 
A. They stand fast. 

422. At the sound off, do they come to Parade Rest 

with the rest of the guard ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

423. What do they do at the command March for 

passing in review? 
A. The senior first sergeant commands, i , Parade; 
2, Rest. 

424. What does he command when the officers of the 

day come to Attention ? 
A. I, Supernumeraries ; 2, Attention. 
^5. Do the first sergeants come to Parade Rest and 
Attention with the supernumeraries ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

426. As the rear of the column has passed the officers 

of the day, what is done? 
A. Each first sergeant marches his supernumer- 
aries to the company parade and dismisses him. 

427. At the command. Officers and Non-commissioned 

Officers, Front and Centre, what do the sergeant 

and corporals of the guard do ? 
A. At the command Non-commissioned Officers, 
they bring the piece to the right shoulder and 
retain it there until they take posts. 

428. When they are ordered to their posts, where arc 

they placed ? 
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A. According to rank, as chief of first platoon^ 
chief of second platoon, right guide of firsr 
platoon, left guide of second platoon, left guide 
of first platoon, right guide of second platoon, 
and file closers. 



MILITARY CORRESPONDENCE. 



^29. What is the general rule in regard to official 
communications? 
A. They shall, in general, refer to one subject 
only. 

430. What communications will be written upon a half 

sheet of letter paper ? 
A. Those of not more than a single page in 
length. 

431. ^What communications upon a whole sheet of 

four pages? 
A. Those of not more than three pages. 
4:52. If the communication is of more than three pages 
in length, what will be done? 
A. An additional half sheet or more, if necessary, 
will be neatly pasted to it so that the last or 
outer page may be left entirely blank. 

433. What rule will be observed as to margin? 

A. A convenient and liberal margin will be al- 
lowed on the left of each page? 

434. In heading a communication, what will be ob- 

served in giving an officer's station? 
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A. The post-office address of the officer's station 
will be given. 

435. What expressions of locality will be avoided? 

A. " In the field," *' Camp ," and similar 

indefinite expressions which do not indicate 
the place at or near which the officer is sta- 
tioned. 

436. What rule should be observed in regard to the 

date? 
A. The day, month and year should be given in 
full. 

437. Give an example of the form of the superscription. 
A. " Brig.-Gen. A. P. White, 

4th Brigade, Mass. V. M. 

Canton, Mass. 
Sir :— " 

438. If making a request, with what form will the 

body of the letter open ? 
A. "1 have the honor to request — " 

439. If answering a request? 

A. " Replying to your communication of the — , 
I have the honor to " 

440. What should be the aim in a letter? 
A. It should be clear, direct and brief. 

441. Give an example of the form of the subscription. 
A. " Very respectfully, 

J. R. Marvin, ' 
Capt. Co. D, 15th Inf., Mass. V M." 

442. How does this differ from the method of address- 

ing an officer? 
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A. In addressing an officer, the rank precedes the 
name. 

443. If signing a communication "by order," what 

will always be done ? 
A. It will always be stated by whose order. 

444. Will stamps or fac similes be used? 

A. No, sir ; the signature will always be with 
the pen. 

445. What rule will be observed in addressing an 

officer in official communications? 
A. That he be addressed by no other title than 
that of his actual rank. 

446 Must all official communications be made by the 
commander himself? 
A. Yes, sir ; except that if directed to those under 
his command they may be made by his staff 
officers. 

447. In that case, how will they begin ? 
A. " I am directed ." 

448. How will the paper be folded? 

A. Letter paper will be folded in three, foolscap in 
four equal folds, parallel with the writing. 

449. Which edge of the sheet is the top when folded? 
A. The inner or left-hand edge. 

4$o. Which is the first fold ? 

A. The left-hand fold of the outer page. 
451. For what will the first fold be used exclusively? 
A. For a brief analysis of the contents of the 
communication, office marks, and noting of 
enclosure?. 
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452c Give an example of the contents of a first folcfe 



Co. D, Fifth Regiment Infantry M. V. M. 



Boston, Mass., May 2, 1898. 



CAPT. GEORGE B. MAN V EL, 



Applies for permission to turn in unserviceable property 

453. For what will the second fold be used? 
A. For indorsements. 

454. How will they be written ? 

A. They will commence at the top of the second 
fold, and are serially numbered, following each 
other in the order of date on the successive 
folds, leaving room after each for office marks* 

455. Give an example of an endorsement. 



Headquarters, Fifth Regiment Infantry, M. V. M. 
Boston, Mass.. May 4, 1897. 

Respectfully forwarded approved. 

THOMAS C. DENT, 
Colonel. 

456. It an enclosure is added, what will be done? 

A. It will be numbered, and noted on the first 
fold, just below the brief. 

457. What is the general rule as to channels of com- 

munication? 
A. Communications, whether from an Inferior to 
a superior, or vice versa, shall not be forwarded 
direct to the person addressed, but shall pass 
through the intermediate commanders. 

458. Will this rule extend also to verbal applications? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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MILITARY COURTESY. 



459. What conduct are soldiers held to upon entering 

the drill-room or any room in the armory? 
A. Orderly and respectful until they depart. 

460. How are officers and soldiers when in arv armory 

considered for purposes of military courtesy? 
A. The drill-room is considered out-of-doors ; the 
other rooms as in-doors. 

461. Which hand is used in saluting an officer? 
A. The hand farthest from him. 

462. Do enlisted men retain the salute until acknowl- 

edged ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

463. What does a soldier do when the national or 

regimental colors pass him, or he passes them? 
A, He salutes. If unarmed, by raising the cap» 
if armed, by the rifle salute. 

464. When does he salute ? 

A. As the colors pass him, or he crosses the color 
line, or passes in front of the colors. 

465. What is done when a non-commissioned officer 

in charge of an armed detachment passes the 
colors? 
A. Pieces are brought to a port by command, and 
he alone salutes. 

466. What is done if the detachment is unarmed? 
A. The commander alone salutes. 

467. What is done when colors pass a detachment? 
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A. If the detachment is armed, arms are pre- 
sented and the non-commissioned officer sa- 
lutes, standing upon the right. If unarmed, 
it stands at attention, the commander only 
saluting. 

468. What do unarmed soldiers in-doors do upon the 

entrance of an officer? 
A. The one who perceives him first commands, 
Attention, when all rise, uncover, and stand 
at attention until the officer leaves or desires 
them to be seated. 

469. What do armed soldiers in-doors do upon the 

entrance of an officer? 
A. Each gives the rifle salute, with the piece at 
the order. 

470. When seated at meals, what is done upon the 

entrance of an officer? 
A. The men do not rise, but interrupt the meal 
and preserve silence until their mark of atten- 
tion is returned by the officer. 

471. Does a soldier unarmed, uncover upon entering 

an officer's quarters? 
A. Yes, sir. 

472. What does he do if armed with a rifle? 
A. He gives the rifle salute. 

47V What does a soldier do when he passes an officer 

out-of-doors? 

A. Salutes at six paces and retains the salute 

until it is acltnowledged, or the officer has 

passed ; if armed with a rifle he gives the rifle 

salute ; if unarmed he salutes with the hand. 



DRILL MANUAL. 93 



474. Under what circumstances only will personal 

salutes be omitted ? 
A. Only in the trenches and on outpost duty 
when they would cause exposure to danger. 

475. Being seated and not occupied, what should an 

enlisted man do when an officer approaches? 
A. Rise, face the officer, and salute. 

476. If smoking, what should be done before saluting 

or speaking to an officer? 
A. The cigar or pipe should be removed from the 
mouth. 

477. If the officer remains in the vicinity, need the 

compliment be repeated? 
A. No, sir. • 

478. If an officer is inside of a house or tent and can be 

seen from the outside, is he to be saluted ? 
A. No, sir. 
i79. Does a soldier under arrest salute? 
A. No, sir. 

480. What position does he take? 

A. He stands only at attention, even if addressed. 

481. Does a soldier salute before addressing an officer? 
A. Yes, sir. 

482. Does he salute upon receiving a reply? 
A. Yes, sir. 

483 Are personal salutes given by men on drill or 
during formation ? 
A. No, sir. 
484. What is a soldier's position if walking with an 
officer or non-commissioned officer ? 
A. Upon his left. 
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485. If in company with an officer, what must a soldier 

never do? 
A. Sit, while the officer is standing. 

486. What does a soldier do when he has occasion to 

approach an officer in his tent? 
A. He halts at three paces and salutes. 

487. What if the tent is closed? 

A. He attracts the officer's attention by speaking 
his name In a respectful manner, or by scratch- 
ing upon the tent flap. 

488. What does he do upon leaving the tent? 

A. He salutes from the same position outside the 
tent as upon entering, or when he turns to 
leave. 

489. Should an enlisted man approach an officer in his 

tent save on business ? 
A. No, sir ; and he should leave as soon as the 
business is completed. 

490. In holding communication with an officer, what 

word does a soldier habitually use? 
A. Sir. 

491. How should enlisted men address officers? 
A. By the grade which they hold. 

492. How should they never address an officer? 

A. By any abbreviation of his title, as "Cap** 
for Captain, or " Lieut ** for Lieutenant ; such 
practices being highly unmilitary and an indi- 
cation of the worst of bad manners. 

493. When a party enters or leaves a room, what 

should govern the manner of their entrance? 
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A. In entering the senior should precede, in 
departing the junior leads when the senior has 
indicated his desire to leave. 

494. What is proper as to being seated? 

A. Juniors take seats when the senior is seated, 
and rise with him. 

495. At inspection of quarters how do the men stand ? 
A. They stand, without accoutrements, uncovered 

in front of their respective bunks. 

496. In camp, how do they stand ? 

A. They stand covered, without accoutrements, 
in front of their tents. 

497. Upon the approach of the inspector what is done? 
A. The senior non<ommissioned officer com- 
mands,"^ i. Company (or Squad) ; 2, Attention. 
The men come to attention and do not salute. 

498. If In camp, is the Inspector saluted ? 

A. Yes, sir ; the senior non-commissioned officer 
salutes. 

499. What is considered Vicinity? 

A. Within about thirty feet if the office is inside 
of a house or tent. 



INSIGNIA OF GRADE. 



500. What is meant by General Officers ? 

A. Officers of the rank of Brigadier-General and 
upwards. 

501. By Field Officers of a regiment? 

A. The Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel and Major. 

502. Who are the Line Officers of a regiment? 
A. The Captains and Lieutenants. 

503. What are the principal means of distinguishing 

an officer's rank from his uniform ? 
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A. The shoulder straps, knots or epaulettes, the 
double row of buttons on the full-dress coat, 
and the braid on the sleeves of the overcoat. 

504. By whom are epaulettes worn ? 
A. By general officers. 

505. By whom are shoulder knots worn ? 
A. By all other commissioned officers. 

506. Describe the epaulettes of the General of the 

Army. 
A. Of gold, with two five-pointed stars in silver, 
with the arms of the United States in gold 
between them. 

507. Describe those of the Lieutenant-General. 

A. Of gold, with three silver five-pointed stars of 
different size, placed along the strap, the 
largest in the centre of the crescent of the 
epaulette. 

508. Describe those of a Major-General. 

A. The same as those of the Lieutenant-General, 
omitting the smallest star, and the smaller of 
the two remaining stars placed in the centreof 
the strap. 

509. Describe those of a Brigadier-General. 

A. Same as those of the Lieutenant-General, 
omitting all but the largest star. 

510. How are the shoulder knots of a Colonel marked t 
A. By a silver eagle at the centre of the pad. 

511. A Lieutenant-ColonePs? 

A. By two silver leaves, one at each end of the 
pad. 

512. A Major's? 
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t:: A. By two gold leaves, one at each chd of the 

cii * pad. 

t 513. A Captain's? 

A. By two silvfer bars at each end.of the pad. 

514. A First Lieutenant's? 

A. By one silver bar at each end of the pad. 

515. A Second Lieutenant's? 
ti A. The pad is plain. 

516. How are the shoulder straps marked ? 

A. By the same devices, save that the largest 
:- star on the straps of the Lieutenant-General 

is in the centre, and the stars of a Major- 
General are of the same size. 
0- 517. What other distinctive insignia is upon the collar 
\]t of the undress coat of officers of the staff corps? 

he A. Engineer Corps — A turreted castle in gold. 

yidjutant'Generar 5 Department — A shield in 
gold. V 

il, Inspector-General* s Department — A wreath with 

}f crossed sword and fasces in gold. 

)i Judge-tAdvocate-GeneraVs Department — A wreath 

surmounted by crossed pen and sword in 
gold. 
, Quartermaster-GeneraVs Departmmt — The 

wheel of a baggage wagon surmounted by 
/ an eagle, with crossed sword and key, in 

gold. 
Subsistence Department — A crescent in silver. 
Ordnance Department — A shell and flame in 

gold. 
Pay Department — A diamond, in gold. 
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tMedical Department — A modification of the 
cross of the Knights of St. John, in gold. 

Signal Corps — Crossed signal flags and torch, 
in gold. 

518. How are the buttons upon the breast of the full- 

dress coat of the General placed ? 
A. In two rows of twelve each, in groups of 
fours. 

519. How upon the full-dress coat of a Lieutenant- 

General ? 
A. In two rows of ten each, in three groups ; the 
upper and lower groups by threes, and the 
middle groups by fours. 

520. How for a Major-General ? 

A. In two rows of nine each, placed in groups of 
threes. 

521. How for a Brigadier General ? 

A. In two rows of eight each, placed by pairs. 

522. How for a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel or Major ? 
A. In two rows of nine each, placed equidistant. 

523. How for a Captain or Lieutenant? 

A. In two rows of seven each, placed equidistant. 

524. How is the rank of a general officer shown by the 

braid on the sleeves of the overcoat? 
A. By five braids, double knot. 

525. Of a Colonel ? 

A. By five braids, single knot. 

526. Of a Lieutenant-Colonel ? 

A. By four braids, single knot. 

527. Of a Major ? 

A. By three braids, single knot. 
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528. Of a Captain ? 

A. By two braids, single knot. 

529. Of a First Lieutenant? 

A. By one braid, single knot. 

530. Of a Second Lieutenant? 

A. The sleeve is without braid. 

531. Describe the sword belt of a general officer. 

A. Of red Russia leather, with three stripes of 
gold embroidery. 

532. Field Officers? 

A. One broad stripe of gold lace. 

533. Of Company Officers of Cavalry, Artillery and 

Infantry ? 
A. Four stripes of gold lace, interwoven with 
silk of the same color as the facings of their 
arm of service. 

534. By whom are sashes worn ? 

A. By General Officers, and by the officer of the 
day during his tour of guard duty, the latter's 
being of crimson silk. 

535. Describe the sash of a general officer. 

A. It is of buff silk with bullion fringe ends. 

536. How may general officers above the rank of 

brigadier-general wear the sash? 
A. Across the body, from left shoulder to right 
side. 

537. What are the colors of the facings of the arms of 

the service? 
A. Artillery, scarlet ; Cavalry, yellow ; Infantry, 
white. (In some States light blue is used toi 
infantry facings.) 
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538. H)w is the rank of non-commissioned officers 

indicated? 
A. By chevrons upon, the dress coat, blquse and 
overcoat, and by stripes upon the trousers. 

539. What is the chevron of a Sergeant-Major? 
A. Three bars and an arc of three bars. 

540. A Quartermaster Sergeant ? 

A. Three bars and a tie of three bars. 

541. A Color Sergeant? 

A. Three bars and a circle. 

542. A principal Musician? 

A. Three bars and a bugle. 

543. A Commissary Sergeant? 

A. Three bars and a crescent. 

544. A Hospital Steward ? 

A. Three bars and an arc of one bar of emerald- 
green cloth inclosing a red cross. 

545. A First Sergeant? 

A. Three bars and a lozenge. 

546. A Sergeant? 
A. Three bars. 

547. A Corporal? 
A. Two bars. 

548. An Ambulance Corps bearer ? 

A. A brassard of white cloth, on which is a red 
cross, worn on the arm. 

549. Describe the stripe upon the trousers. 

A. Sergeant, one inch wide ; Corporals, one-half 
inch wide ; Musicians, two stripes, each one- 
half inch wide, of cloth conforming to the color 
of the facings. 
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550. What is mfeant by a Staff Officer? > 

A. An officer concerned with the administration 
or supply, but having no direct command of 
troops. 

551. Who are the chief Staff Officers of a regiment ? 
A. The Adjutant and the Quartermaster, who 

usually rank as First Lieutenants. 

552. What other officers are sometimes found on the 

Regimental Staff ? 
A. A Surgeon, Chaplain, Assistant Surgeon, 
Paymaster and Inspector of Rifle Practice. 

553. What is the usual rank of these? 

A. Surgeon — Major ; Chaplain — Captain with- 
out command ; the others — First Lieutenants. 

554. Who are on the Battalion Staff? 

A. The Battalion Adjutant and the Battalion 
Sergeant Major — the latter a non-commissioned 
officer. 

555. What are the corresponding grades of Army and 

Navy Officers. 
A. General, Admiral ; Lieutenant-General, Vice- 
Admiral ; Major-General, Rear Admiral ; 
Brigadier-General, Commodore ; Colonel, 
Captain; Lieutenant-Colonel, Commander; 
Major, Lieutenant-Commander ; Captain, 
Lieutenant; First Lieutenant, Lieutenant 
(junior grade) ; Second Lieutenant, Ensign. 
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Btigadier^snenil . 
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Lieut. -Colonel. 
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First Lieutenant. 



Second Lieutenant. 
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MILITARY ROUTINE. 



556. Upon what does the whok theory of military 
organization rest? 

A. Upon the establishment of a system of indi- 
vidual responsibility and subordination. 

557. How far must this system be extended ? 

A. So that when any two or more soldiers serve 
together, one is individually responsible for 
the command, and the otliers are subject to 
his orders. 

558. What does military dis< ipline include? 

A. The training and educating the soldier in all 
the duties of hie profession, and implanting 
in him that respect for authority which causes 
him to obey, without question, the legal orders 
of his superiors, under all circumstances, even 
to the unhesitating sacrifice of his life. 

559. What is the mainspring of all true discipline? 

A . The respect of the subordinate for the superior. 

560. How only can this be acquired and retained? 

A. By the immediate superior so perfecting him- 
self in hJs duties as to always be able to give 
instructions to his subordinates, and to cause 
them to look up to him as a model in intel- 
lectual, moral and, as far as possible, physical 
qualities. 

561. What other traits must be joined with these? 

A. A respect for the rights and dignities of all in- 
feriors down to the latest recruit. 
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562. Upon \\hat does the discipline of a regiment 

depend? 
A. Upon the selection of its non-commissioned 
officers. 

563. Of what, then, should the acceptance of a war- 

rant be a pledge? 
A. The perfecting of one's self in things mili- 
tary, as an example to the men. 

564. Of what especially should they be examples? 
A. Neatness, promptness and soldierly conduct. 

565. What relations should they maintain with the 

privates ? 
A. A kindly and familiar intercourse, but jeal- 
ously preserving the dignities and privileges 
of their rank. 

566. What must they never do ? 

A. They must never tolerate an argument upon 
the propriety of orders or decisions. 

567. What must be observed in making details? 

A. That no strictly miltary duty should ever be 
used as a punishment. 

568. How familiar should the First Sergeant be with 

the Company Roll? 
A. He should memorize it, and be able to call it 
from memory in case the book be not at 
hand. 

569. What should the non-commissioned officers be 

particular to do at roll call? 
A. To be the first to take their places. 

570. What is required by the oath administered to 

each officer and soldier ? 
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A. Strict obedience to the legal orders of all offi- 
cers elected or appointed over him. 

571. What then is the first duty of a soldier? 

A. To obey strictly, and to execute with alacrity 
and good faith, the lawful orders of his su- 
periors. 

572. If a soldier questions the legality of an order, 

under what circumstances does he do it? 
A. He does so at his peril. 

573. How are non-commissioned officers appointed? 
A. By the permanent regimental commander. 

574. How reduced ? 

A. By sentence of court-martial, or by order of 
the permanent regimental commander. 

575. How is precedence among non-commissioned offi* 

cers of the same grade determined? 
A. By dates of warrants, the earlier appointment 
being the senior ; when of the same date by 
lot. 

576. To whom should a soldier apply who wishes to 

absent himself from camp for not longer than 
twenty-four hours ? 
A. To his company commander through the first 
sergeant. 

577. When wishing to be absent for a longer period, 

to whom should the application for a furlough 
be made? 
A. It should be made in writing through the first 
sergeant, addressed to the company com- 
mander. 

578. What is prescribed by regulations as to the man- 
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ncr m which the uniform and . eqjiipments are 
worn? ' ' • 

A. Too much care cannot be given to the manner 
in which it is worn. 
579. Of what, in regard to. this, should the non-com- 
missioned officers tal<e especial care? 
A. That the men do not lounge out of quarters in 
their shirt sleeves, or without cap, or with 
coat unbuttoned, or with any unauthorized 
decoration thereon. 
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